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THE BOOK OF SAMUEL. 


INTRODUCTION. 

tyro boob of Samuel ate amongst the 


■J Li 


instructive, and certainly 




interesting, of the Old 


Testament writings. They deal with a period of history 
c o ve ri ng about four human generations, from the birth of 
Samnel to the old age of David—a period crowded with stirring 
and memorable events in the political life of the people of 
brad. They exhibit the transition from the disunion and 
anarchy of the age of the Judges to the comparative order and 
security of the early monarchy. To them we are indebted for 


all we know of the straggle 


L 


national independence against 


the Philistines, which issued in the establishment of the kingdom, 

fint under Saul and then under David. Here also we xKscover, 

■. ^ 

if not the beginnings, at least the emergence into clear history, 
of the prophetic movement which so profoundly influenced 


T tYTv 


of Israel’s religious development. It 


the 

bloody age, in which 


E7T 


a rude and 


rrrrrn 


of strong will and strong passions 


played thdr parts; and the dramatic skill with which such 
are made to reveal Their characters by word and 



TvT-57l 


hu 


created a aeries of historical portraits unrivalled in Hebrew 
literature. There are brave and chivalrous figures like Saul 
and Jonathan, bald and unscrupulous soldiers like Joab and 
Abishsi, sensual or ambitious princes like Amnon and Absalom, 
astute counsellors like Ahithophri and Huah&i; and many 
others; while the higher tendencies of the age are represented 


m 




of genius, Samuel and David, who 




gifted with 








e with the purpose of God. Not the least valuable 
features of the narrative are the glimpses it affords of the common 
life of common people: their homes and Hvdihood, their 
everyday religion and ways of thinking,—often crude and 
primitive, and ruled, by Superstitious ideas and barbarous 
customs, but lighted up by examples of. genuine piety, sustained 


by a living 


'rrn 


and a strong faith in 


of fellowship with Yahweh the God of Israel, 


overruling divine providence. 


The Book—the division into two is not original,. and is not 
recognised in the Jewish Canon—is not the work of a single 


(but 


A word 


The following an the abbreviations employed: 

M$($): Manuscript^). 

_ ■ 

MT; Mauoretic Text (the common text of Hebrew Bibles). 
LXX: The Septoagint. 

Luc.: The Taiciaiuc recension of the LXX (see above). 

Syr.: The Syriac Version. 


J.S. 



’presented herself before Yahweh,* while Eli the priest eras 
sitting on his usual seat by the doorpost of the temple pf 
Yahweh. In deep distreas ahe prayed to Yahweh, weeping aO 
the while, and made a tow in such words as these: 

** O Yahweh Zebaoth! If thou wilt but consider the trouble 
of thy handmaid; if thou wilt remember and not forget thy 
handmaid, but wilt giro her a man child—then I will dedicate 
him to Yahweh for as long as he lives, and no near dull touch 
his head.” 

As die continued long In prayer to Yahweh, Eli, who was 

watching her mouth, concluded that she was tipsy. For 

Hannah was speaking to herself, only her lips kept moving, 
while her voice was inaudible. Eli, then, said to her, “How 
long is this drunken display to last 1 Get rid of the wine that 
is in you.” But Hannah answered, “You are mistaken, sir! 
I am indeed an unhappy woman, but neither wine nor strong 
drink of any kind has passed my lips; I have amply been 
unburdening my heart before Yahweh. Do not take your 
handmaid far a disreputable woman: it is because I am so 
troubled and grieved that I have spoken so long.” Chi hearing 
this EE said, M Go in peace, and may the God of load grant 
the petition you have asked of him!” To which she replied, 
** Think kindly of your handmaid.” With that the woman 
went away, *and entered the guest-chamber, where she ate and 
drank with her husband* • all signs of . gloom having vanished 
from her face. Next morning they, all got up early, and after 
an act of worship to Yahweh went home to their house at 
Runah. 

After this Yahweh blessed the union of Elkanah with Hannah 
his wife so that she became pregnant; and about New Year 
time* she gave birth to a son, whom ahe named Samuel: ** For,” 
said she, “ from Yahweh I ‘asked* him.”* And when the man 
Elkanah, with the rest of the family, went up to offer the annual 



1 A Decenary addition from. LXX. 

So LXX. MT has (imply “ mrf ate.” 


* la the aotnmn, coi nc iding; with the tune «j (he ieab sacrifice. 


4 As if Samuel meant “ Asked of God.” The name seagymemf* Name 
of OwL~ Cmiooily oioQgh,- the explanation given in Ac test «udd apply 
to the name of Saul (as" naked **) I 


iffli jici) to Yahweh and to fadll his tow, Hannah did not go 
op, bat add to herhusbandihat she would wait till the boywa* 
weaned; then she would bring him to appear before Yahweh, 
and fat him remain there always. M Do a* you think best,” 
laid her husband EUanah, u Stay till yon ham weaned him; 

onlf may Yahweh faacdoe yoar tow !** 1 So the-woman 
rendaed at home, and mined her son till she weaned him. 
Hen when she had weaned him she went Up with him, taking 
with her H thiee-y&r-old bullock,* a bushels of meal, and a 
■kin-bottle of wine, and brought him into the house of Yahweh 
at Shiloh 0 And when they had slaughtered the bollock 

Hhe mother came with her boy* to Eli, and and “ Pardon me, 
sir 1 but as rare as you live, sir, I am the woman who stood here 
beads yon one day praying to Yahweh. For this bey I prayed, 
and Yahweh has granted the boon that I asked from him. 
Therefore I in return now lend him to Yahweh: all the days 
*bf :hia fife* he is a loan to Yahweh.** So *she left him then 
before Yahweh and went home to Ramah*; and the boy 
ministered to Yahweh under the eye of Eli the priest. 

2. Tbb Song of Hahn ah (u* i-io). 

Between i. 28 and ii. Iio* editor bos inserted the following 
hymn as a suitable expression of Hannah 9 s feelings (5b)} 
althoughfrom the fogm at atobole it is flaw that it must have 
originated ns a quite different situation. 

Hannah prayed and said: 

■ _ _ 

Exnlteth my heart in Yahweh, 

Elate is my horn through *my God 6 ; 

Wide open my month 'gainst my^foes; 

For thy help makes me glad. 

x —* Syr. j MT “ confirm hit word.” 

2 —* LXX. MT ** with three bullocks." V. 15 shows that there was 
«tf cue bollock. 

$ An tphah, which was about the same capacity as a bushel. 

So LXX; MT “ they brought the boy." 

5—5 So LXX, preserving the original connection of i. 28 with u. 11 a. 
MT midi ( 3 . 28b) “and they worshipped Yahweh there." (U. 11a) “ And 
FJkanah went to Kamah to his house." 


■ 

None is holy as Yahweh, [For there is none beside; theej 
And none a rock like our God. 

Speak not overmuch proudly. 

Nor let insolence come bom your month; 

For a God all-knowing is Yahweh, 

*A God by whom" deeds "hie weighed." 

The bow of the heroes is broken. 

While the falling are girded with might. 

Glut tons take service for broad. 

While the hungry 3 foom labour are freed 3 
The barren is mother of seven. 

While she that bare many doth languish. 

■ 

Yahweh can kill and make living— 

Thrust down to Sheol and bring up; 

Yahweh °makes poor 0 and enriched).— 

Humbleth and raiseth to honour: 

Lifteth the poor from the dust— 

From the dunghill raiseth the needy, 

Giving them seats among princes 
As heirs of a glorious throne. 

Yea, to Yahweh belong earth's pillars; 

On them he hath founded the world. 

The feet of his saints he gnardeth. 

But sinners perish in 'darkness; 

For no man by strength prevailed). 

Yahweh will shatter his foes; 

*The Highest in heaven will break them.* 

r 

Yahweh shall judge to earth's limit*— 

Will give strength to his king, 

And exalt his Anointed's horn. 


1 This line is me totally mperihmm, sod is not Kpwiwttd in UDt. 

®—* LXX. 

3 — 3 Lit. “ cease to labour "; instead of the inelegant MT “ cSaw: 
even to (the barren she beared) sewn].” 

*—* MT “ on them in heaven will he thunder.” 


4 



SainiifbBarttooo: tbxPoom or Eu*s House (u. f*-BL it). 

Nov Ae tons of Eli wen unprincipled men who had no 
i cypcct for Yahweh. The priest^ antoaus^ due from the 

pej ori e , for example, was thstt when any one was offering a 
Mfflfims while the flesh was being boiled the priest’s servant 
cape round with a thr ee -pronged fork in his hand: this he 
thrust at hap-hagard into the pot or kettle or caldron or atewing- 
pah, and whatevertbe fork brought up the priest took °for 
hhnself." Thus was -use and wont for all land when they came 
Ho sacrifice to Yahweh 1 in Shiloh. But now the priest’s servant 
would come, before even the fat was burned on the altar, and 
of to the person sacrificing, “ Hand over some meat to roast 
for the priest; and he will not accept cooked flesh from you: 
he must have it raw! ” And if the man said, “ By all means, 
let the fat first he burned, and then you may take whatever you 
please,” the fellow would answer, “ No P You must give it me 
now; if not, I-wifi take it by force.” This was a very great 
airi in the eyes of Yahweh on the part of the young men, inasmuch 
as they belittled the offering of Yahweh. 

Meanwhile Samuel was officiating before Yahweh as a little 
lad wearing a “priestly garment made of linen.** And his 
mother used to make him a little coat, and bring it to him year 
by year when she came up with her husband for the annual 

Eli would then bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, 
u May Yahweh give yon.issue of this woman, in return for the 
loan which she has ®lent° to Yahweh 1 ” TTien they returned 
to their home. °And® Yahweh had regard to Hannah: she 
became pregnant, and had three more 3 sons and two danghen, 
while the boy Samuel grew up as a ward of Yahweh. 

When Eli, who was a very old man, heard from time to time 
of Ms 1001* behaviour to all Israel, [and how they misconducted 
themselves with the serving-women at the door of the Tent of 
Meeting] 1 he would expostulate with them thus: “ Why do 



Everted from LXX. 

* MT “ to him.** (The original wordi tie say similar—®»,] 

[*• v Dr. MS bad “ linen ephod."—E d.] 

3 LXX. 

+ 

-Hh bndaud dim ii vnlna is UCE; and certain terms used chow 
that it doea not belong to the anginal narrative, 

*3 


yon do such things as I am hearing of 1 1 from aU^the peopfe 
1 1 ? Come, come, my sons! It is ho good report that I 

hear the people of Yahweh spreading abroad. If a man sins 
against hu fellow-man, God may arbitrate, but if a man sms 
against Yahweh, who can act as arbiter f ** However, they jiaid 
no heed to their father’s words, for Yahweh had resolved on 
♦tei* And meanwhile the boy Samuel was growing up, 

and steadily gaining favour both with Yahweh and with mot. 

There came a spn of God to Eli, and uttered the 
following oracle: * 

Thus has Yahweh spoken: Did I, or did I not, reveal 
myself to your father's house when they were in Egypt, 
slaves 1 to the house of Pharaoh f Yes! I chose it out of 
all the tribes of Israel Ho do priestly service 1 to me, to go 
up on my ahar, to raise the sacrificial smoke, and bear an 
epbod before me; and I endowed your father's house 
with all the fire-offerings of the unis of Israel. Why, then, 
do you ’look with an envious eye on my sacrifice and my 
offerings,’ and honour your sons more than me, gorging 
them with the best of aU that Israel offers ’before me* f 
Therefore (says the ozade of Yahweh, God of Israel) I did 
intend that your house and your father’* house should 
officiate before me for ever; but (so noa runs Yahweh’* 
made) Far be it from me! For them that honour me I 
will honour, and those who despise me shall be disgraced. 
Mark ^ The time is coming when I will cut off your 
strength 1 and the strength 3 of your father's house 
* 4 and there shall not be an old man in your .house for 
all time. Out man of yours, indeed, I will not Cut off from 
my ahar, that he may wear out his 1 eyesight and pine iway 
in disappointment; but all the manhood of your nee 
shall die ’by the sword of 1 men. And this which shall 


LXX. 

Doubtful tot: translation follows LXX. 

S lit “ua"; LXX "seed.” 

The words nutted are unintelligible and are not 
LXX, etc.} they seem to me to be a corrupt duplicate 
above. 




represented in 

is rendered 


1 The passage ii. 27-36, at lent in it* present form, i* * late composition 
incited bj an editor, bad; the suppression oi the priesthood of Eli’s 

line to the guilt of his two sons. The main reference (vo. 31-33) is to die 
massacre of the priests of Mob bp Saul, from which AJbsathar alone (e. 33) 
escaped (t Sam. nii. 1 jfi), and of which the death of Hojrimi and Phinenas 
(ch.iT. ii)istobe tbesign(o. 34). P. 3 5 refers to the appointment of Zadok 
in the reign of Solomon, and die aduion of Abhdnrhom the priesthood 
(1 Kings iL 27). Pv. 36,37, map be a still later priestlp addition referring 
to the degradation of the Levites in the rime of Jonah (2 Kings xxiii. 8, 9). 

So LXXs MT *'to Samuel” 

W MT: " and Samoel arose. 1 * 


that Yahmh was railing the lad ; and he said to Samnd: “Go 
and lie down; and if someone calls jon^ say * Speak, Yahweh! 
Thy servant is listening.* ** So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 

Theft Yahweh came and stood by him, calling as oo the former 
occasions, * c I Samnd 1 ** And Samuel said, “ Speak! 

for thy servant is. listening.” 

This is what Yahweh said to Samnd: “ Attend! I am 


about to do a thing in Israel which will stun both ears of every 
one who hears of it. In that day I will make good against Eli 
all that I have spoken concerning his house from the first word 
to the last. "Tell him 9 that I have doomed his house for 


all time 0 because though he knew that his sons were 
dishonouring God 1 he did not take them to task. Therefore I 
have sworn concerning the home of Eli, 4 Not by sacrifice nor 
offering shall the gnih of Eli’s house be expiated for ever 1 * ” 
SmmmJ then lay still till the morning; and arising early* he 
threw open the doors of the house of Yahweh, bat was afraid to 
tell the virion to Eli, till Eli called him and said: M Samnd, my 
son!” When he answered “ Yes! ” Eli asked 1 ** What is the 


word that was spoken to you ? hide nothing from me. Woe 
betide you if you conceal from me a word of all that he spoke 
to you 1 ” Then Samuel told him the whole story, keeping 
back nothing from him. He said: “He is Yahweh! Let him 
do as seems to him good.” . 

And as Samnd grew, Yahweh was with him, and let none of 
all.hi*words go unfulfilled; and all load from Dan to 
fieenheba came to know Samuel as an accredited prophet of 

Yahweh. And Yahweh continued to manifest himself in Shiloh, 

for Yahweh revealed himself to Ran»'"d s 3, 


4 But Eli was very old; and his sons went from bed to 
worse in their evil ways before Yahweh.* 


1 So LXX; MT "themaelm” (I) is one of Iks “tiomctiooa of dw 
scribes," made (not a feeling of reverence for tbs divine mine. 


* 


3-*MT + “ In Shiloh by tbs word of Yabweh ” (not in 

r 

l i f ted IjXXr 



4* hun D mrtip w thi Ftaumni; Duth or Euto 

Son; Capture ahd Rgoonnr or the Au ^r. 1ML1). 

_ ■ 

‘About this the Philistines called op their levies to make 

nr da land. 1 The Indites took the field against them, and 
encamped by the Stone of Hdp (Ebenezer), the Philistine camp 
bring at Aphek. The Philistines off e red battle to Israel; and 
after a °duip° euxmnto Israel was defeated with a loss of tome 
4)000 rank and file left dead on the field. 

When the people were come back into the camp, the elders 
erf Israel held a consultation as to the reason why Yahweh had 
suffered them to be beaten that day by the Philistines. Finally 
they decided to bring the ark erf *their God* from Shiloh, 
believing that if it were among them it would save them from 
the power of their enemies. So the people sent to Shiloh, and 
fetched thence* the ark of 3 3 Yahweh Zebaoth, wberts 

enthroned on the cherubim; and in charge of the ark of 3 3 

God were the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas. 

As soon as the ark of 3 3 Yahweh came into the camp, all 

Israel raised such a shoot that the welkin rang. The Philistines, 
hearing the noise, wondered what could be the meaning of this 
load shouting in the -Hebrew camp. When they learned that 
the ark of Yahweh had come to the camp, the Philistines were 
filled with consternation; for they thought to themselves, 
M A god has come to the camp 1 ** They said: “ Woe to us t 
The like of this has never happened before. Woe to us! Who 
can deliver us from the hand of this mighty god ? This is the 
god who smote the Egyptians with all sorts of disasters 4 and with 
pestilence. 4 Pull yourselves together, Philistino, like men, 
else you will be slaves to tbe Hebrews as they have been to you. 
Be men, and fight 1 * And the Philistines fought with such 
courage that Israel was completely routed, and fled every man 
to his tent; and in the great slaughter which ensued 30,000 
footmen of land perished. Moreover the ark of God was 


U — 1 LXX: instead of the redundant aentenoe at MT; * And the wwd of i 
Semml came to all Ianel.” 

*—* LXX: MT “ the covenant of Yahweh.” 

fcS (dim daw). MT bumfs “ die covenant of." 

+*~ 4 MT “in die vUdemeai/ 1 


1 — 1 LXX; MTcomipt. 


*—• LXX. 

9~-9 MT add* their name). 

4 LXX “twenty jean” 'The sentence belong* I 
scheme of the editor, and not to die original narrative. 

18 


b' the chronological 


Metfiwhilethe ark of God, which had been taken by the 
PfaiHatimet, «u brought final Ebenerer to Athdod, and lodged 

in the temple ofD agon by the tide of the idol. Bnteartynat 

morning, *when the Askdoditet entered the temple, 1 then 
«u Dagon lying face do w n war d on the ground in front of the 
aik of Yahweh! So they took Dagon and put him bade in his 
p^Ce. On the following morning Dagon was again found 
pfostrttc on his face before the ark of Yahweh, but with his 
bead and two hands broken off and lying on the threshold * 
nochingof Dagon was left except "the trunk.®—(This is why the 
priests of Dagon and all who enter his temple to this day, avoid 

g on the threshold.) 

hand of Yahweh then lay heavy on the Ashdodites, and 
he caused a panic among them and afflicted them with plague- 
bofls—not only in Aahdod but in the surrounding 
When the men of Aahdod saw how matters stood, they deter¬ 
mined that the ark of the God of Israel should not remain with 


stepprn 


plague- 

district. 


them, because his hand was bard on them, and on Dagon their 
god. So they called together all the Tyrants* of the Philistines, 
to consider what should be done with the ark of the God of 
Israel The Tyrants 9 suggested that it should be removed to 
Gath ; so they sent it on *to Gath. 1 No sooner had they done 
so than the hand of Yahweh was on that city, creating a great 
panic, and smiting the inhabitants young and old with plague- 
boils which broke out on them. 

Next they sent ‘the ark of God to Ebon. But when it 
arrived there the Ebonites cried'out: “ They have brought 
round the ark of the God of Israel to us, 9 to kill us 3 and our 9 
people 1 ” And they summoned all the Tyrants" of the 
Philistines, and said: “ Send away the ark of the God of Israel; 
let it go bade to its own place, and not bring death on us and 
our people.” For the whole city was seized with a deadly 
panic, the hand of God lying very heavily upon them. The 
men who did not die were smitten with plague-boils, and the 
ay of the city went up to heaven. 


luetted from LXX. 

So Luc. MT " Dagon.” 

-p-Dr. Skinner** MS had " me, 


me,” “ my.” 
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♦ A foreign title (S*n*)> only need of the five leaden of the FbUirtincs 
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5. Samuil as June* Of Israzl (vii. 2-17). 

The ark remained a long time at Eirjath-jearim, It had 
been there twenty yean when the whole nation of brad began 
to seek Yakweh with moaming. Samuel aaid to 
you win tincerdy return to Yahvfeh, put away'the foidgn gods 
that are among yon [and the Aataita], and fix your minds on 
Yahweh to worship him alone; then he will ddiverym from 
the hand of the Philistines.” So the Israelites pot away the 
Baab and the Aatartcs, and worshipped Yahweh alone. 

Samuel then convoked an assembly of all land at Mizpah, 
that he might plead with Yahweh on their behalf. They 
assembled accordingly at Mizpah, when they drew water and 
poured it out before Yahweh, and fasted all that day, confessing 
° 0 their tins against Yahweh. And Samuel dispensed 

justice to all land in Mizpah. 

But the Philistines were informed that the Israelites were 

r 

gathered at Miz pah , and the Philistine Tyrants 1 toed the field 
against Israel, when the Israelites heard of this they were 
ov e rc om e with fear of the Philistines, and said to Samud: 
M Do not turn a deaf ear .to us, nor cease calling on Yahweh our 
God to save us from the hand of the Philistines.” Then Samud 
took a sucking lamb and offered it as a holocaust 9 to Yahweh, 
while he cried to Yahweh on behalf of Israel. And Yahweh 
answered him. For even aa Samud Was offering the burnt- 
sacrifice, the Philistines advanced to give battle to land. 
But Yahweh thundered that day against the Philistines with a 
eighty noise, putting them in a panic, so that they gave way 
before Israel. Then the men of Israel, issuing from Mizpah, 
punned the Philistines with great slaughter to a point below 
Bethcar. And Samuel took a stone and set it up b e t ween 
Mizpah andjeahanah* and named it Ebenezer (Stone of Help), 

vying: “ Thus far has Yahweh helped ns.” The Philistines 
were so thoroughly subdued that they never invaded Israelite 
territory again; and Yahweh’t hand was against the Philistines 
all the days of Samud. Thu the dries which the Philistines 
had taken from brad were restored, from Ekran to Gatb^ aa 
wdl os the districts surrounding them, which brad freed from 

M 
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1 See on v. 8, p. 19, a. 3. 

•f That ia, ta offering of vhidi (he whole was bums on the alta&—Eh.] 
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dkedoofiuonof the fUSstiiiei. There was peace also between 

land ifidtBe Anadta. 

Stand judged land aa long as he lived.* He went on circuit 
year Vyyear, visiting Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpili, and adminia- 
teringjustice at all these sanctuaries. But he always finished 
hie draft at Ramah, where his house was; there he dispensed 
justice to Intel, and there he built an altar to Yahweh. 

r. ' - 

k 

6 . Tm Exaction op Saoi m Kino op Israel : The War op 
Liberation against the Philistines (viii.-riv.). 

r 

. Tie institution <rf Ate manorcbytn I trad is the subject of 
tm distinct mi easily separable narratives in the first book 
of Samuel. The first (ri) is contained in ix. i-x.16; n.; 
nil. r-ya, 15b-! 3 ; st. The second {S) is the continuation 
of ch. vii., and is found in viii.; x. 17-24; xii. Itgives no 
account of the roar of liberation^ because it has already stated 
(vii. 13) that tie Philistines did not again invade Israel 
during SavtuePs lifetime.—We begin with the older and 
historically more valuable account of A. 

A^Tbx First Account (Ix. i-x. 16 ; xi.; xiii. i-ya, isb-23; 
air.). 

(1) The Secret Anointing of Saul by Samuel (ix. 1-1.16). 

There was in those days a well-to-do yeoman of XSibeah in 1 
Benjamin, whose name was Kish, a son of Abie], son of Zeror, 
son of Bechorath, son of Aphiah^ of the tribe of Benjamin. 
This man had a son named San], a strikingly handsome young 
man $ there was not a better looking man in brad than he, 
standing as he did head and shoulders taller than all the 
rest of the people. 

It happened one day that same she-asses belonging to Kish, 
Saul's father, went astray, and he bade his son Saul take one of 
the servants and go in search of the asm. So the two searched 
through the hill oountry of Ephraim, and through the district 
of Shdieha, without fading them; then through the region of 
Sheaflam,* still to no purpose; and then through the territory 

~a~-i Accidentally omitted is MT and Venions. 
a MT “ ShaaKai "—unknown. 
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3 —) A bold gutn at the rocarang of an impossible text 1 
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“Ugh-pbc* **—emmgly. 
r MT n *bt Snaaei lad end/* omitted with LXX. 
1 LXX and Vowu. 
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and after Sanrad "*«fobd)fy a^mr. 
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yem old when he began to reign, and he reigned two yean over ImeL* 
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Aw the Philistine cmninanHariT who raided in Gibeah 1 ; end 
the repeat readied the Pfcsfistinei ‘that the Hebrews had 

revoked. 3 Saolmeanwhile hid sent a trumpet-call through the 
whole hod 1 ; all land had heard that Saul had dun the 
Philistine officer, and Israel was in had odour with .the 
P$8brinca; and the people were called out to follow Saul 

,♦ lie Philistines, too, had already mobilised for war 

brad: 3^000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen, and common 
innumerable as the sand on the sea-shore ; and they 
came up and encamped at Michma&h to the east of Bethaven. 
The Israelites now saw that they were in a desperate plight 
for the people were oppressed—and hid themselves in caves 
and dens, in rock-crevices, in tombs 3 and cisterns; while ®a 
gnat number* crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad 

7 7 " 


sojoiers 


and 


Gilead. 


®The rest of the people followed Saul 8 to 


Gebet 9 of Benjamin, where Sad mustered the forex, .at his 


dunoasL 

wds 


numbering about 600 men. 


,ul and his son Jonathan and the people that were with them 
were now lying in Geba of Benjamin, while the Philistines were 
encamped in Mrchmash. But the raiders had been sent out 
from, the Philistine camp in three columns; of which one took 
the direction of Ophrah to the district of Shoal, another toward 
Beth-horon, and the third the direction of the °hiH 0 overlooking 
the ravine of the Hyaenas towards the desert. 10 . At the 
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Philistines were in flight* came lihewiseand hung on their rear 
fighting. Thusdid Yahweh give victory to Israel that day. 

r 

(6) Incidents of lb* Pursuit (nr. i)b'35). 

The battle had now parsed beyond Beth-horon 1 ; *the whole 
nation was with Saul, about 10,000 men, and the fighting was 
general all over the hifl-country of Ephraim. Bat Saul 
committed a grave indiscretion* that day, in “imposing 0 the 
fallowing oath on the people : “ Coned be the man who tabes 

food till evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies.” 
So none of the people had tasted food. *Now then was honey¬ 
comb 9 on the open field; and when the people came to it they 
found that ♦the honey was flowing from it*; yet no pat 
his hand to his month, became the people feared the oath. 
But Jonathan, who had not heard when his father imposed the 
oath on the people, put out the staff he had in his hand, dipped 
the end of it in the honey-comb, and brought his hand to his 
month; and immediately his spirits revived. 9 Then one of the 
people spoke np and said: “Your father took an oath of the 
people in these terms: ‘Cursed be the man who tastes food this 
day.* ” Jonathan answered, “ My father's act is disastrous to 
the country! Why, look how my%pirit revived 9 when I tatted 
this little drop of honey t How much max?, then, if the people 
had but eaten to-day from the spoil of then 1 enemies 1—but kov 
the slaughter among the Philistines is of no great account.** 

They, fought the Philistines that day from Michmash to 
Aijafon, and the people were quite exhausted. In their hunger 
they 7 threw themselves^ on the spoil; and seizing sheep and 
oxen and calves, they slew .them on the ground, and ate the 
flesh with the blood. But when it was reported to Saul that the 

. * So U&, etc. | MT " Bethaeen.” 

*~* Inserted from LXX. 


So MT, sfigbdy altered. But LXXj suggests “its bees had left it,” 
which may he light 

9—9 lit "fjw brightened.” 



So MT j LXX omits “ not,” rendering **»■* 
•laughter among the Ph i listin e s would have been much gre at e r. 
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mt taken. “Tell me what yon have done/* mid Saul to 
Jonathan; and Jonathan toldUn; “It is true I tatted a Httk 
honey on the top of the staff in my hud. Here I ton! lam 

ready to die.” Saul said, u God help.me, Jonathan, but-die 
yoa mast 1” Bat here the people interposed and said to San], 
“What? Jonathan diel He who has achieved this great 
victory in Israel ? God larhid I By the fife of Yahweh, not 
a hair of his head shall fall to the ground; for he has wrought 
with God this day.” So the people ransomed Jonathan, and he 
had not to die. But Saul drew off from the pursuit of the 
Philistines, and the Philistines retired to their own country. 

The war with the Philistines, however, continued acute all 
the days of Saul. And whenever Saul saw a brave and warlike 
man, he took him into his service. 

■ 

(8) A*List of SauFs Wars, end bis Family Connections (xiv. 47-51) 1 . 

When Saul obtained the kingdom over Israel ite waged 
war on all sides against his enemies—against Moab, and 
the Ammonites, and Edom; against the kings of Zobah 
and against the Philistines; and wherever he turned his 
arms he 9 was successful.* He actcd_yafiantly, andcrusbcd 
Amalek, and delivered Israel from the hands of its spoilers. 

The sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishjo, 5 and Mafkishga ; 
the names of hh two daughters were Merab, the elder, and 
Michal, the younger. His, wife was Ahinoam, the daughter 
of Ahimaaz; and the name of his commander-in-chief 
was Abner, the son of Ner,' Saul’s unde. Both Kish, SanPi 
father, and Ner, the father of Abner, were sons of AfcieL 

h “ 

B. Saul’s Election ; Second Account (viii.; x. 17-24; 

xii. ; x. 25-272). 

(i) Tbs Israelites demand a King (viii.). 

Now when Samuel grew old he appointed his sons as. judges 
over Israel. His first-born was Jpel, and hu second 

». -L 

1 Vv. 47-51 were inserted here by an editor, breaking the csn n ec th n 
between v. 46 and r, p. 

*—* So LXXj MT would mean M he Waa w onte d.” 
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these aieted as judges in Beetdehi, . Hu ioit% liflv> 
4 Bd not walk in his ways, but . looked After their enra 
interest, ae ce p tmg bribes and perverting justice. Hun all the 
e&fer&oMsrscl met together, and came to Samuel at Ramah, 
and ritfd to hun: '‘You are new old, and pour sons do not 
wdHrifi tour ways; we would therefore have you now to set 
urup.a king to judige us, like all other nations.” This request 
for a Hug to judge them was very displeasing to Samuel; but 
wficn he prayed to Yahweh about it, Yahweh answered: 
“ listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you ; 
for it is not you that they reject, but me, by refusing to have 
me as king .over them. It is in keeping with their whole 
behaviour from the time when 1 brought them up from Egypt 
to this day—their forsaking me and worshipping other gods— 
that they now treat you thus. Comply, therefore, with their 
wishj only warn them well, and show them the kind of govern¬ 
ment that will be exercised fay the king who shall rule over 
them-* 

These words of Yahweh Samuel reported to the people who 

were asking for a king, and continued: “ Hus will be the way 
in which the king will rate aver yon: Your sons he will take as 
Ins charioteers and horsemen, and as runners before his chariot; 
he will make them officers of regiments and companies; he 
will set them to plough his fields, reap his harvest, and make his 
weapons and chariot-gear. Your daughters he wifi take into 
his service as perfumers, cooks and bakers. Hie best of your 
fields and vineyards he will confiscate, and bestow on His 
courtiers. On your arable land and vineyards he will levy a 
tithe, and give it to his eunuchs and retainers j your slaves, male 
and the best of your cattle 1 and asses he will take and 

use for his husbandry; of your flocks he will take a tithe; you 
will be completely enslaved by him- Hie day will come when 
you will mmplain of the king you have chosen; but in that day 
Yahweh will not answer you.” 

But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “ No! ” 
they said, “ we must have a king over us. We would be like 
all other nations, having our own king to judge us, and be our 
leader, and fight our battles.” So Samuel, having heard all 
that the people had to say, reported it to Yahweh. Yahweh 


answered, “ Give them their desirej appoint a ting era them** 
Samuel than bade the men of Israel go home, each one to hb 
city. 

(2) Saul eUeted King by Lot (x. 17-24). 

In doe time Samnel summoned the people before Yahweh. to 
Mizpah, and addressed them aa follows: 

“ Thus says Yahweh the God of land: * I brought up bad 
from Egypt and delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians, 
and of all the kings 1 that op p ressed you.* But you have this 
day rejected your God who was a saviour to you in all your 
distresses and dangers; You have said, * No !* but you must 
set a long over aa.* Very well 1 Present yourselves now before 
Yahweh, by your tribes and by your townships.** 

So Samuel marshalled all the tribes of Israel, and the tribe of 
Benjamin was chosen. Then he marshalled the tribe of 
Benjamin dan by dan, and the dan of Mate was chosen. *Xlien 
he marshalled the dan of Matri man by man 3 ; and Saul the 
son of Kish was chosen. But when they looked.for him he Was 
not to be found; and they again consulted the oracle of Yahweh: 
" Has the man come here at all ? ” The answer was “Yet* he 
is hiding himself among the baggage.** So they ran cad 
dragged him forth; and as he stepped forward in the midst of 
the peopk he towered above them aU from hh shoulders upwards. 
And Samuel said to all the people: “ You see the man whom 
Yahweh has chosen, that there is none like him among all the 
people!**. And all the people ihqwted: “Long live the 
HHgi 

p 

(3) SamBtPf Valedictory Address (xfi.; x. 25-278). 

Samuel then addressed all brad as follows: 

“ I have now, as you see, fully complied with your request 
by setting a king over you. Henceforth, therefore, you have 
the king to look to. And I am now old and gny-headed, with 
arms among you ; and I have lived my life openly before you 
from my youth to this day. Hue I stand! Bear witness 
against me before Yahweh and his anointed °king. a Is thjre 

a MT “kingdoms.” 

*- So LXX nd Venues. 

2 —B To be inserted with LXX. 
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asy/tnrwfcoaeox or ass I have token i Any whom X hove 
defrauded tw.oppressed ? any from whom X have accepted a 
bribe Ha wink at wrong ? Testify against me, 1 and I will make 
amends to. yon.” They nunered: “ Yon have neither 
defended nor oppressed ns, nor have you received anything 
from wfymanH hand.” He said to them: ** Then Yahweh ja 
witness, and his anointed king is witness, against yon this day, 
dujjt you have found nothing amiss in my conduct ? ” And 
*thiey ° answered, u That is so.” And Samuel repeated before 
aU the people: “ Yahweh “is witness,* who raised up Moses and 
Aaron, and brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt.” 

“And now stand still, while I reason with.yon in Yahweh 1 ! 
presence, Hud rehearse to yon* all the righteous dealings of 
Yahweh with yon and your fathers. When Jacob Hnd his son!* 
came to Egypt, *and the Egyptians afflicted them,* your fathers 
cried to Yahweh, and he sent Moses and Aaron, who brought 
thdm out of Egypt, and °hc° established them in this place. 
But they forgot Yahweh, their God, and he gave them over into 
the hand of Sisera the general of Hang Jabin of* Hazor, and 
into the hand of the Philistines, and of the king of Moab, who 
made war upon them._ When they cried to Yahweh and said: 
* We have sinned in forsaking Yahweh and worshipping the 
Baals and Astartes; but now do thou deliver us from our foes 
andwe will save thee *—then Yahweh sent men like Jerubbaal, 
Bank,* Jephthah and Samuel,* and he delivered you from the 
hand of your enemies around you, so that you dwelt in security. 
But when you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites 
threatened you, you said to me: * This cannot goonwe must 
have a king to reign over us; * although Yahweh your God is 
your king. And now you see the king whom you have chosen 
a Yahweh has set a king over you. If you will fear 

Yahweh, and serve him, obeying; his voice and not rebelling 
against him, if you and your king who reigns over you will follow 
after Yahweh your God, °it will be well with you. 0 But if you 

■ 

■ 

1 — 1 LXX ndi; “ even ■> znndi u a pair of nodal* f Testify against 
me.* I retain the last dirce wonk, although they are not in MT. 

*-■ SoLXX. 

*-6o LXX, Syr.; MT M Bedan”f 
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do not obey the voice of Yahweh, butrtbel against him, then 
Yahweh’t hand will be against you *to destroy you and your 

ling. 1 

” Now stand still, and see the great thing that Yahwdt is 
about to do before your eyes. It is now wheat-harvest, is it 
not i Well 1 I will call on Yahweh to send thander and 
rain; then you will know and understand how gnat in the 
sight of Yahweh is the evil you have done ih asking for a king.” 

So Samuel called on Yahweh, and Yahweh sent thunder and rain 
that day; and the people wen seised with a great fear of 
Yahweh and of Samuel, and said to Samuel: w Pray to Yahweh 
your God for us, your servants, lest we die, because to all our 
other sins we have added this wickedness of asking for a king.” 
But Samuel reassured the people and said: “ You need not fear. 
Yon have indeed done all this evil; only do not turn aside foom 
following Yahweh, hut serve him with undivided allegiance. 
Do not turn away after unreal gods, who are good for nothing 
and cannot save you, because they art unrealities. For Yahweh 
will not cast off his people for his great name’s sake; seeing it 
has been his good pleasure to make you his people. As fin me, 
God forbid that I «hninM sin against Yahweh by ceasing to pray 

for you, and to instruct you in the good and straight way. Only 

fear Yahweh, and serve him loyally with all your heart, consider* 
ing how great a thing he has done among you. On the other 
hud, if you do evil, both you and your lrfiig shall perish.” 

Samuel then recited to the people the constitution of the 
kingdom, which he wrote in a book and deposited before 
Yahweh. Having done this he dismissed the people to their 
several homes. Saul likewise went home to Gibeah, and with 
him went the valiant °men° whom heart God had, touched. 
But certain churlish follows said: ** How should this man 
deliver us ? ” and they showed their contempt for him by 
bringing him no present. 

I 

■ 
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7. Tbe Besach bottom Samuil ahj> Saul at Gilgal. 

Two versions of this incident bate bun preserved ; ana 
in cb, xv. (an independent narrative), and tbe other in xiif. 

7J-15 a, clotely and cleverly dovetailed into ibe alderstoey 

■ 
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ef$atfc km&Up (rf) (pee X JB), Of tbeuthe first eeemeete 
it soitb Saxtj feihrrte extent* the bin M the AmAekitee, 
and; it obviously Aeearher ef the tax?. The second, tobicb 
tracts it to anaetef disobedience on the part ef Sattf, is of 
later origin, although it must have ben incorporated m A 
before the anudgamaMon ef A and B. , 

m _ - ■ “ 

Btml commanded to exterminate tie AmaJekites (xv.). 


■ ■ ™ 

Sjuauel nid to Sami one day: “ It vi 
coilinuniooed to anoint yob king over Ilia 


therefore, listen to the voice 
Yahweh Zebaoth spoken 


people 

Yahiwe 


whom Yalnreh 
brad: now. 


ahweh. Thus hat 
am resolved to punish the 


The 


AmaUdtes for their conduct towards Israel, inasmuch as they 
roataed itt advance when it came up from Egypt .* Go* there¬ 
fore end smite the Amalefcitea, and put the ban on "them and* 
all that they possess, sparing none, but slaying man and woman, 
infant and suckling, sheep and ox, camel and ass. M 

So Saul called up the people, and mustered them in Tdam 1 
[*00,000 footmen and x0,000 horsemen*], and came to the chief 
city of the Amakkitea. There he set an ambush in the water¬ 
course, while he sent a message to the Kenites to dear out 
from among the Amakfites: " else,” he said," I may exterminate 
you along with them; although you showed friendship 
* 6 the Israelites when they came up from Egypt.” 

Kenites accordingly withdrew from among the Amalekttes, 
whom Saul then routed from Tdam 3 all the way to Shur, which 
lies to the east of Egypt. He captured Agag the king of Amalek 
ahra, but all the people he put to the ban with the sword. But 
Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and 
cattle, the fadings and calves, and everything of value, being 
unwilling to destroy them ; but all worthless and usel es s stuff 
they put to the ban. 

Thereupon the word of Yahweh came to Samuel: “I regret 
having made Saul king, because he has turned away from me, 
and has not carried out my command.” Samuel was so troubled 
by this that he cried to Yahweh the whole night; and next 


1 MT - Tehim ”; we Jo*, xv. 14. 
*4 MT " icyooo nun ef Judah.” 

3 MT M Hxvilah ” (we Geo. nr. 18) 
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morning early lie rose and went to meet Saul, but was told 
that Saul had come to Cannel, and after, erecting a monument 
had turned and moved on down to GiigaL 
When Samuel came to Saul, Saul hailed him with “ Welcome 
in the name of Yahweh! I hare earned oat the command of 
Yah well.” But Samuel answered, u What then is this bleating 
of sheep that strikes my ear ? And this lowing of oxen that 1 
hear ? ” “ These,” said Saul, “ have been brought home from 
Amalek, The people have spared the best of the sheep and cattle 
to sacrifice to Yahweh your God. The rest we have put to the 
ban.” Then Samuel said to Saul: "Say no more) I must tell 
you what Yahweh spoke to me last night.” He answered, 
u Say on I ” Samuel continued: 

,M Is it not true that, little as you may be in your 
own estimation, you an the head of the tribes of Israel ? 
for Yahweh anointed you king over Israel. And Yahweh 
sent yon on a particular errand, and aaid to yon * Go and 
put the ban an those sinners the Amalekites, mating war 
upon them till °you have” exterminated °them.° * Why, 
then, have yon not obeyed Yahweh’s command, bat 
pounced on the spoil, and done a. thing displeasing to 
Yahweh F ” Saul replied: " 4 I did 4 obey the command 
of Yahweh; I went the way which Yahweh sent me $ I 
brought back Agag the king of the Amalekites, and put 
the ban on Amalek. But the people took part of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the best of what fell under the ban, to 
.aeaificetoYahwehyourGodinGilgal.” Samuel answered: 

b 

“ Less pleasing, to Yahweh is holocaust 9 and sacrifice 
Than obedience to Yahweh’s voice. 

Yea, to obey is better than sacrifice,— 

To hearken than fat of rams. 

■ 

For contumacy is sin tike witchcraft. 

And presumption a crime tike idols. 

Since you have rejected the word of Yahweh, 

He rejects yon as king 3 of Israel 3 .” 

b j 


c The renet redacted in the 
the narrative. 

(* See note an p. aa.] 

3—3 Added by LXX, etc 


login are probably a later njawnn of 



Sfcalttid to Samuel, “I have stoned! I Kaye 




Bot 


transgressed against the command df Yahweh and against 
your word, because I was afraid of the people and yielded 
to their wilL But now, I pray you, forgive my sin, and 
tfon back with me that I may worship Yahweh. 

Satchel refused to fum back with him. 

b 

^ Inasmuch as you have rejected the word of Yahweh, he has 
rejected you as king over IsmeL” Then, as Samuel turned to 
gtySsul seized the corner of his mantle, and it tore off in his 
hand, ** Thw,” said Samuel, “ does Yahweh tear the kingdom 
of. Israel from you this day, and give it to another, a better man 
dun yon. Near does the God 1 of Israel ever lie or repent, for 
he' is not a man that he should repent.” **I have sinned 1 *’ 
said Saul, “ Yet now show me respect before the elders of my 
people and before Israel: turn back with me, that I may warship 
Yahweh year God.” Samuel then turned bad with Said, and 
Saul worshipped Yahweh. 

Then Samuel ordered Agag the king of the Amalekitea to be 
brought to him. As Agag, fl all of a tremble,* came forward 
to him, he said, "Truly the bitterness of death is past 1 ” But 
Samuel answered: - 


Aa your sword has women made childless, 
Bo your mother , mong women be chfldlwm; 


tf 


and so saying he cot Agag in pieces before Yahweh in Gilgal 
After this Samuel departed to Ramah, while Saul went up 
to his house at Gibeah of Saul. Samuel never saw Saul again 
to the day of his death, but he mourned for Saul, because Yahweh 
repented of having made him king over Israel. 


(2) SanPs Disobedience costs him the Kingdom (xiii. 7&-150). 
Saul was still in Gilgal, while all the people forsook him in 

t error . ®He waited 4 seven days till the time ^appointed by® 
Samnd; but when Samuel failed to appear at Gilgal, and the 
people °diopped away® from him, Saul ordered the burnt- 
offering and the peace-offerings to be brought to him, and he 
offered the burnt-offering. No sooner had he done so'than 


P This woid aeddoatally emitted in MT.—Ed.] 

*—* A (light emendation. 


Sannid arrived, and Saul went <ro to inert him and welcome him. 
Siauet asked ldni, “Wlut have youdone I M and Saul answered, 
u When I saw that the people were deserting me, and yon had 
net kept your appointment, and that, the Philistines were nanpng 
in Mtchmash, I thought to myself, ‘ Now the Philistines will 
be down upon me to Gilgal before I have secured the good-wUl 
of Yahweh ,* so I took my courage in both hands and oSeredthe 
burnt-offering. w "Yon have acted foolishly,” replied Saanel. 
HO If° you had but kept the injunction which Yahweh your 
God laid upon you, Yahweh would have confirmed your 
kingdom over Israel for ever. But now your kingdom shall sot 
stand; Yahweh has looked out a man after his own heart and 
appointed him prince over his people, because you have 
disobeyed Yahweh’s commandment. 1 ' With this Samuel rose 
up, left Gilgal, and l went his way. 1 


*—* Added from LXX. 


n. SAUL AND DAVID, 


(i flam. xri.-a Sam, i) 

1 „ 

i S 

r 1 

■ ^ m 

i; 7 iv Staff Asroonmic or David by Samuel (i Sadi. 

xri. 1-13). 

r 

f bis passage imv to homo bom inserted by an editor at a 


counterpart 10 the anointing 0$ Sad in cb. x. It records cm 
incident tobicb sens evidently unknown to the writers of the 
jUMy sections (see especially *ni. 13^ 28; % Sam. u. 4). 

4 

Yahweh said to Samuel: u Why do yon go on mourning for 
Saul, what you know that I have counted him unworthy to 

reign over Intel 1 FEB your hoot with oil and go; I will send 
yon tq Jesse the Bcthlchemitc ;• for I have seen in one of hit 
sons; a long to my mind.” But Samuel answered, “ How " can 
I go? IfSacl heard of it he would kill me.” To this Yahweh 
replied: " Take a young oow with yon, and say you have come 
to sacrifice to Yahweh. Yon wiB invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and then I will show yon what to do, and yon wQl anoint him 
whom I name to you.” 

SofiapMiel did as Yahweh directed. When he came to 
Bethlehem $he elders of the city met him in some trepidation 


and asked, “Is this an anspiciotu visit ? ” He answered, 
** Assuredly! I have come to sacrifice to Yahweh. Sanctify 
yourselves, therefore, and come with me to the sacrifice/* He 
also .sanctified Jesse and his sous, and invited them to the 

When they were come, he looked at Eliab, and 
*SureIy this is Yahweh’s captain 1 —his anointed! 
ahweh said to Samuel,“ Do not judge by his looks, or his 
tall stature, for 1 count him unfit. What man sees is *not what 

God sees. 9 Man loob on appearances, but Yahweh bob on 

the heart 
before 







irt.** Jesse 
Samuel; b 


then called on Abanadad, and paraded him 
but he said, “Neither is this Yahweh** choice.” 
Jesse next presented Shaurmah, and Samuel said, “ Nor this 
either.” And when Jesse had thus paraded his seven sons before 


kb 


A tUaht emendation j MT would read, “ Surely before Yahweh is 



Added from LXX. 


Samuel, Samuel told tohim, * Yahweh has not chos en any el 
these*** 

Samuel then ailed Jesse," Axe these all the lads you have 1 ** 
and he sud, M Utoe is still ° 4 the youngest. You see, he Is 

looking after the sheep.” M Send for him at once,” said Samuel. 
“ We will not sit down to eat until he eoanes. 0 So he sent and 
fetched him—a fair-haired boy, with beautiful eyes, and good- 
looking. Yahweh said, M Quid, anoint ldm I This is the one. 0 
Samuel accordingly took the bom of oil and anointed him in the 
presence ol his brothers; and the spirit of Yahweh descended 
on David from that time onward* And Samuel got up and 
returned to Ramah. 


2* David's Ihtroductioh to Saul's Court (rri. 14-2))* 


Saul being now forsaloen by the 


tormented by an 

said to hjm* “ It 


Wspri 

is plain t 


spirit sent from Yah 




irit of Yahweh, 



It is pain that some evil demon 1 is tormenting 
lord say the word, and we your servants before 

that when 


who can play on the 


you. Let ’ * , 1 \ ■’ , 

you will look for a * / # ' 

the demon is on you he may (day with his 
get relief. 0 “ Do so, 0 said Saul to his con 
cut some ' 1 ' 

me." One of the 1 ' * * 


be harp, 
is hand. 


arid yon will 


Do so," said Saul to his courtiers, 1 “ Seek me 
who is a skilled harp-player, bring him to 


here put in las wend and said: w Why, 


I know a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who can play the harp 
fobr ave and soldierly man, too]* tactful iirqieech, and good* 


ng—a man befriended by Yahweh. 


According Saul 


<erit messengers to Jesse with a request that he would send him 




David [who 


with the sheep]. 3 So J 


took five* 


loaves, a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them with David 
his son to Saul. David came and presented himmlf before 
Saul, and Saul conceived a great liking for him, and made him 
an armour-bearer. He sent a message to Jesse to say, “ Let 
David enter my service, for he pleases me greatly. 0 So whenever 


■ . m 

1 “ Spirit of God,” i.e, superhuman spirit. 

* The pirate Is hardly consistent with what fellows: an experienced 
sol d ier would.net be reduced to the rani of an armour-bearer.. 

3 Probably an addition. 


1 41 Hie Terebinth-tret.” 

* Hie ««—of (be void 
3 Sis cnlnti. 

* fc ooo ihtblii 

3 Can ihU< 



Saul f '’Choose 0 toot man, and let nun come down to me t 
If he ig able to fight and kill me, we wtii be staves to you ; bat 
if I overcome and loll him, then yoh shall be subject to ua and 
serve ns.* “ I flout the armies of Israel this day,* sai d die 
Philistine, ** Give me a man, and let us fight one another.-* 

As Saul and all Israel listened to th ese wor d s of the Philistine, 
whey were smitten with abject feat.. Bat David said to Saul, 
“ x Do not lose courage, my lord*; I your servant will go and 

fight with this Philistine.” Saul answered, H You cannot go 
against this Philistine and fight with him. You are but a 
youth, and he a trained soldier from his youth.* David 
answered, * When your servant used to be a shepherd to his 
father, a lion or a bear would often come and carry off a sheep 
from the flock; and I have gone out after him and struck him, 
and rescued the sheep from his mouth. And if the brute 
attacked me, I would adze him by the beard,* and till him 
outright. Both lion and bear has your servant killed; and this 
undicumcued Philistine, who has flouted the armies of the 
living God, shall suffer the same fate as they. Yahweh,* said 
David, M who delivered me from the dutches of the lion and 
the bear, will deliver me from the hajid of this Philistine.” 
Ihen Saul said to David, “ Go, then; and Yahweh be with 
you! ” 

helmet on his head, .* 3 and girded David with his swotd 

over the tunic. But David 4iad difficulty* in walkings became 
he had not tried it; and he said to Saul, “ I cannot go in this 
, for I am not used to it” So ®they° took °the armour 0 
off him. Then, taking his staff in his hand, he picked five smooth 

atones from the bed of the stream, and put them in his wallet, 9 

and with his sling in his hand he advanced towaida the 

Philistine. 

When the Philistine looked up and saw David, he regarded 


So Saul put hit soldier's tunic on David, and a bronze 



LXX { MT “ Let no mm lose courage. 


if 


* So MT, although neither die Hon nor the bear baa a beard. LXX 

throat.” 




MT adds: “ and clothed him in a coat of mail ”5 UQCnsh. 

LXX. 

* 

* The Hebrew word occurs only hen. Hu proceeding phrase,- 
shepherd’s bag srtichhe had,” wt* probably inserted to exptam n. 

♦* 


the 


An 1 t d°8> n be qted to David, “ that wv attack 



me with. m «tj sk ? ” and he ea rn ed David by hit gods. * 
lfefce xn me,”Jte went on, * sad I will give year flesh to thiei bird* 
affeatvch, and the hearts .of the field.” But David answered 

the Philistine, ** You ante against me with sw or d and spear 

; hut 1 pome against yon in the name of Yahweh. 
Zdttoth, the' God ofthe battle-ranks of Israel, which you have 
flouted. This day Yahweh will deliver yon into my hand; 
I- will kill you and take off your head, and give •yuui^dead body 
•and those of* the Philistine army tins day to the birds of the 
air add the wild beasts of the earth: and all the world shall 



• know that there is a God *in° Israel. °Yes!° all assembled 

■ 

here to-day shall know that not with swtud or spear “is victory 
gained,* but Yahweh decides the issue of battle; and .he will 
deliver you all into our hands.** " 

Then when the Philistine got up and came towards David, 
° David put his hand into the bag, took thence a stone, 
and shmg it, hitting the Philistine with such force that the 
stone sunk into his forehead, and he fell prone on his face to the 
ground,- David then-ran forward, and, standing over the 
FhiHrtise, took his sword 3 * and -Ulled him outright, and 

cut off his head with it. The Philistines, seeing that their hero 
was dead, took to flight; and the men of land and Judah sprang 
to arms and raised the battle-shout, and pursued the Philistines 
as for as Gath 4 and the very gates of .Ebon; the Philistine dead 
falling in the way “from Shaaraim* to Gath and Ebon. Then 
the Israelites turned back from the pursuit of the Philistines 
and.looted their camp. [David took the head of the Philistine 
and brought it to Jerusalem, but his armour he put in his own 
tent.J 


B. (rvii. 12-31; 41; 48k; 50; 55-58; xviii. 1-5.) 

David , was a son of °*n° Ephrathite. of Bethlehem in Judah 

r 

1 Perhaps inserted from xvi. 12 . 

*—« LXX- 

■ 

3—S MT “ and drew it from the scabbard *; LXX aunts. 

4_So'L3DC } MT “the valley.” 

5 This statement b uahiitorical, since Jentulem was not then in the 
possession of the hciclifrs. 



1 Probably mooted from eh. xri. n. 

*■"* Tbu iogefifone emendation teems to pve die M*pl«o remedy for ei 

iml«| tifiZte 

* Sapeifluoati 

♦ Tie fine oep f ea bet beet added to aecomii lor Dnodli bdsf 
Bethlehem, after xrL >rf; die second is eat of place hem. 


I 


1 What immediately followed in tUa umtiT*, it ii difficult to conjecture. 
Lac. proceedi ; "and brought him to Saul.** Bat If Saul bad bod aa 
interne* with David before the fight, would he have let him go without 
inquiring who be wee, a* m t. 55* 


* fetter omitted; the following word* ihow that in 
bad not yet left the ranks. 


account David 


n i 


made a covenant with David, because he loved hbtt events 


he laved himself; he took off die mantle which be am and 


gave it to David; aho his tonic, his sword, hit bow and hb 
girdle. And David went forthevery task which Saul imposed 
upon him he executed successfully; to that Saul set him over 
the men of war; and he became a frvourite-with all the people, 
and even with the oonrdeia of SanL 


4. Saul's Jxaloost of David, and Attempts ok His Lm 

(xviii. 6-xx. 1 a). 

In this and following sections we bane a nixed collection 
of incidents drawn from various sources* Partly, with the 
help of sir LXX, and partly from internal indications, we 
can isolate a main narrative, into which secondary fragments 
have been inserted. In the translation secondary passages 
are printed with an islet in the margin, so that the leading 
narrative may he read consecutively. Sections marked by 
Use asterisk (•) are not in the original LXX. 


xviii. 6-9. [As they came home on David’s return horn 
killing the Philistine]^ the women from all the cities of Israel 
came out °in dances 9 to meet David 2 -with tambourines and 
merry-making and cymbab. And-die refrain of the 9 9 

women's song' was 

M Saul has slain his thousands; 

David his tens of thousands.” 


[Saul was' very angry at this, and] 1 Hie 


IK 


annoyed Saul 


said he, " They give David the tens of thousands, and 
me only the thousands” [now he wants nothing but the 
kuigdomp I And Saul kept a spiteful eye on David from that 
time onward. 


•xviii. 10, 11. Hie next day an evil demon took 
possession of Saul, and he went raving mad itnide die house, 
while David was playing on the harp, as was -His^daily 
custom. Saul had a spear in* his hand, and suddenly he 
posed the spear, meaning to pin. David to die wall wfrh it. 
But David evaded it twice. 


1 Wanting in LXX. Tic incident realty belong* - to a iimrstagc of 
David'* career. 

•So LXX: MT " King SanL” 





Saul then, being afraid ofDavid [—for Yalraek 

non 

raiment. Thus he 

atesfeout nld ia at the bead of the people. And David was 
anrarmfi d in all hi* undertakings, became Yahweh mi with 
iii| -and. Saul, observing his great good fortune, stood in awe 
of him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, as he went oat 
arid ia at then head. 

J ■ 

■ 

•xviii. 17-19. One day Saul said to David, “ There is 
my elder daughter Merab 1 I would give her to you lor 
a wife; only you most show yourself a sun of mettle in 
righting the battles of Yahweh.”-—Saul said this hoping 
that David might meet his death at the hands of the 
Philistines rather than at his.—But David answered , u What 
am I, arid what are % * my father’s folk in Israel, that I 
should aspire to be the ting’s son-in-law 1” However, 
when the time came far Menb, Saul’s daughter, to be given 

to David, she was given to another man' 



xviii. 20-290. Now Mi dial, Saul’s daughter, fell in love with 
David, and when Said was told of it, he thought it a good thing, 
saying to himself, ** I will let him have her, and she will be the 
means of Imaging him into the hands of the Philistines.” 
* 3 So Saul ordered his courtiers to sound David privately 

by talking thus: “ Look here ! You stand high in the king's 
favour; all his court like you j why not become the king’s 
son-in-law ? ” But when the courtiers talked in this strain in 
David’s hearing, he answered, u Does it seem to you such an 
easy thing to be the king’s son-in-law—far a poor and low-born 
man like me ? ” The courtiers reported David’s words to 
Saul; and Saul replied, 44 Tell David that the king has no desire 
for any purchase price, other than a hundred Philistines* fore¬ 
skins, by way of taking vengeance on the king’s enemies.’* 
But Saul reckoned on David’s falling by the hands of the 
Philistines.—The courtiers accordingly took this message to 


1 Wanting in LXX. 

*—• MT " my dan " (?). 

MT intern a sentence not in LXX which seems to mean.“And $anl 
rid to David, * Yon may now became my sen-in-law twice over. ’ ” 

51 


David, and then it teemed to him an excellent mf d becoming 
the king*! eon-in-law. 1 .* So he jet about it, and went 

cmt with hia men, IriHed ABftlnmArfnf die PKilirtiiw^ hramght 

their foreskins, land counted them oat in full tile 3 to the 1% 
that ao he might become his son-in-law. Saul then gave him 
hia daughter Mtchal in marriage. But Saul saw that Yahweh 
was with David, and that fall land* loved him; and he waa 
more afraid of David than ever. 

■ 

•xviii. 29b, go. Saul now cherished unremitting enmity’ 
to David. But os often aa the Philistine generals took the 
field, David soared greater su cces s es than all the rest of 
Saul’s servants, and his reputation stood very high. 

six. 1-10. Saul now talked with Jonathan and hia whole 
court of having David put to death. Now Jonathan, Saul’s 
son, had a strong affection for David; 

So Jonathan told David that his father Saul meant to 
kill him, and said, “ Be on your guard in the morning, and 
%eep yourself closely hidden. 9 I on my part will come 
out and .stand at my father’s side in the fields whereyou 
are. I will speak of you with my father, and if I note 
. anything suspicious I will let you blow.” 6 

And he spoke well of him to Saul hia father, and said, " Let the 
king beware of wronging his servant David, for he has never 
wronged yon, and his actions have been greatly to your advantage. 
Far he tooir his life in his hand that time when he dew the 
Philistine, whereby Yahweh wrought a great victory for all 
Israel; you saw it yourself and rejoiced. Why, then, should 
you incnr the guilt of innocent blood, by killing David fat no 
reason at all J ” So Saul yielded to Jonathan’s remonstrance, 
and swore an oath by the life of Yahweh that he should not be 

put to death. Jonathan then sent for David, and told him 

+ 

*“* MT inserts “and the time hid dm expired not Id L 3 QL 
• LXX; MT 200. 

9—9 Luc., MC. 

4—* LXX} MT "Ms dt.jh— UicU.* 

3—S So UOL 

4 The preceding verses appear to have been inserted hern 
document. 


*—* So LXX, etc. 

* Hd). " Teatphsm.” 

S Ho "fMMj of die void ii o no e ifh . 

■ 

fleb. “ Ndeth)” winch taay be a proper name (though 
baity Inge enough to have another locality within it. 



tad they too were seised with the ecstasy. Sn^knagof 
this, scot ocher messenger*; tod they woe taken in 
the same way. Yet a third time he tent messengers; and 
they were sefced aho. At last be himsett set out to R^iBfh, 
and to the cistern of the Hhreshing-fioor on. the 

knoll,* he inquired where Samuel and David were ; and 
waa told, “Why, in the prophet*’ quarters in Ramah.* 
But aa he'went on "from® there, the spirit of God came oat 

• him too, and he walked along in an ecstasy tin he reached 
the prophets’ quarters in Ramah. There he threw off his 
clothes Hhe the rest, and raved before Samuel, till he feD 
down in a swoon, and lay naked all that day and all the 
next night. Hence arose the saying, “ Is Saul also among 
the prophets f * 

David then fled from the prophets’ quarters in Ramah, 
and came 

5. David's Flight from Saul’s Court (xx. ih-xxi. 15). 

■ 

(1) Jonathan wanu David of bis Danger (xx. 1&-42). 

Tbs beginning of this narrative urns So haw ban lost in 
She process of compilation. David~and Jonathan ate alone 
together ; and David — 

* 

• • • asked Jonathan to his face: “What have I done i 
What wrong or fault does your, father think I have committed, 
that he seeks my life I ” He replied, “ impossible I Your 
Jife iatn ho danger. Just consider 1 My father does npthing, 
..great or small, but he takes me into his confidence: why. should 
he hide a thing like this from me i There is nothing in this.* 
But David still protested and said, “ Your father is well aware 
that you are on friendly terms with me, and naturally hehas 
.said to himself, * Jonathan must not know of this, or it .would 
grieve him.* But as surety aa Yahweh Uvea, and you are dive, 
there is just a step between me . and death.* Jonathan-then 
offered to do anything that David might suggest; and David 
nude the following proposal: .“You know,** he said, “that it 
is Hew Moon to-morrow, when I ought to dine with the Icing. 
Let me go, then, and hide myself outside the town tBI the 



1 — 1 MT *' of the third day,” rightly Quitted by LXX. 

*—* Lit 11 covenant ol Yahweh.” 

M Inieited from Syr. 

♦—* MT " the third day.” 

■ 

* So LXX presetting the usual formula; MT " YahwehV' 

■ ■ 

ir® Following LXX. The construction is rciy involved. 
f MT “ the enemies of." 
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* These eases ( 40 - 429 ) miss die whole pant of Jonathan's signal 
David, and most hare been added lata. 



LXX. 

■ 

Hie interpretation cl Danrid't anewer is extremely precadoua. 
s p. 13, n. a*. 

*■ f|»«ode t in new of xxviL al } cm kaidlf be UatodcaL 



theiing.tif Gath. So he feigned insanity "beforo 0 them, 
and behaved fih a madman in their hands, °banging° on 
de doors of the gates, and letting his saliva ran down his 
beard. Achish said to Us courtiers, “ Look! Yon see the 
man is a hmatk; why do you bring faun to me i Have / 
any lack of lunatics, that 70a have brought me this one to 
pester me with his mad antics 1 Would you have this 
man enter my house ? " 

I 

* 

6. David’s Advshtuies as ah Outlaw, hunted by Saul 

■ 

(xm.-xrri.). 


(1) David in JdaSam and Moab (xxii. 1-5). 

Departing thence, David made his escape to the mountain- 
fastness* of Aduflam; and when his brothers and all his family 
connections heard of this they came down to him there. There 
gathered round him also all sorts of men in distress, men who 
were in debt, discontented men; and he became their captain. 
He had thus about 400 men under him. 

From there he went to [Mizpeh in] Moab, and requested the 
king of Moab that his father and mother might ^remain* with 
them till he should see what God would do far him. So he 
left them at the court of the king of Moab, and they stayed 
with him as long as David was in the fastness. But Gad the 
prophet said to David, u You must not stay in the fastness, but 
leave it and betake yourself to the land of Judah.” So David 
left, and came to the forest of Hereth. 

(2) Tbe Massacre of the Priests of Nob (xxii. 6-23). 

In doe time Saul learned that David and his men had been 
discovered. Now Saul was at the time holding court at Gibeah, 
sitting spear in hand under the tamarisk-tree *on the high- 
place, 1 with all his courtiers round him. Addressing the courtiers 
as they stood round him, Saul said, “ Men of Benjamin, listen 
tome! Will the son of Jesse give all of you farms and vineyards, 
and make all of you commanders of regiments and companies 

t jax “ cm.* 

*“* LXX; MT “ in Hamah," or “ on the height pj." 

59 


Heie wood* m pdupi i variant reading of dubllowinf dtta> 
LXX. 

□t 



p. 13. 


But cue son of Ahimeledi the saftof Ahitub escaped: namely 
Abisdiar, fled after David,and told him that Saul had 
dam the priests of Yahweh. David said, ** I knew at the tune, 

dm I aw Doeg the Edomite there, that he would be tore to 
tell Saul 1 , am responsible 1 lor the fives of all your fathert 
boose. ftt-do you remain with me, and have no fear; for 
the man who nth your life seek mine alto. With me yon axe 

in safe keeping.” 

■ 

(5) David rdmtts KeUab Jhm lb* Pbilistatj (zxiii. 1-13)1 

b 

Information then readied David that the Philistines wexe 
besieging Kedah and pillaging the threshing-floors. Thereupon 
he consulted Yahweh: “ Shafi I go and attack these Philistines ? ” 

and the answer was: “Go, and you will defeat the Philistines 
and relieve Kdlah.” But David’s men objectedand said, “ We . 
axe in constant fear here [in Judah ?]; how much more if we 
go to Kedah against the forces of the Philistines! ” So David 
again consulted Yahweh, who answered, “ Rise, and go down to 
Kedah, for I will dehvei the Philistines into your hand.” David 
then went with his men to Kedah, and fought the Philistines, 
and carried off their cattle, inflicting a severe defeat upon them. 
Thus David relieved the people of Kedah. 

When Saul was told that David had come to Kedah, he said, 

“ God has °defivered° him into my hand; he has cut off his 
escape by entering a chy with gates and bars.” So Saul called 
out all the people for wax, meaning to go down to Kedah and 
besiege David and his men. a Now'when Abiathar the son of 
Ahimelech had fled to David, he came down to Kedah with the 
ephod.* So when David perceived that Saul was scheming 
mischief against him, he said to Abiathar, “ Bring the ephod 
here I” Then he prayed, “O Yahweh, God of Israel, thy servant 
has heard that Saul intends to come to Kedah, to destroy the 
dty on my account. * 3 And now, will Saul come down aa 

thy servant has heard 7 Yahweh, God of Israel, mate it known 
to thy servant.” Yahweh answered, “ He wifi.” David then 

V 

*-* LXX. 

9—4 Tranrpoaed horn the beginning of the pangraph. See p. 13. 

*—a MT insert* wrongly “Will the absent of KcUah ranender me to 
him i ” (See next vene.) LXX omit*. 


* LXX 400. 

* Probably borrowed from mi. 1. 

5 Heb. *' Jwhinwm "—virtually a proper name* 

4 A’-ndiat el the preceding rentence, wasting m Ud 
acribd error in MT—Ea.]. 



4 


$0 th^ departed and went on before Saul to Zlph. Bat David 
and H* men were now in the wilderness of Maoa, in the steppes 
to the tenth of the Desolation. 

: When Saul and his men set ont to seek him, David, being 
informed of it, went down to the cliff ‘that is 1 in the wilderness 
of Mean; and Saul, as soon as he heard this, followed David 
Into the wilderness of Maon. Saul ‘and his men* went by one 
aide of the mountain; David and his men by the other: 
David harrying to get away from Saul, while Saul and his men 
were on the point of surrounding David and his men, and 
capturing than. Just then a messenger brought Saul the 
tidings that the Philistines had invaded the country, urging 
him to come with all speed. So Saul left off the pursuit of 
David and marched against the Philistines. Hence that place 
gets the name of ** Separation Cliff.” David then went jsp- 
from there, and nude his abode in the fastnesses, above Engedi. 

h- 

(5) At Engedi : David spares SauFs Life (niv. 1-22). 

When Saul returned from his campaign against the 
Philistines, he was told that David was in the wilderness of 
Engedi. Then he topic 3,000 picked men ont of all Israel and 
set out in search of $David. While his men were on the east 
of the Chamois Rocks, Saul himself 3 came to the sheepfolds 
on the wayside; where there is a cave into which be entered to 
relieve himself, not knowing that David and his men were 
hiking in the recesses of the cave. David’s men said to him, 
“ See 1 This is the day that Yabweh foretold when he said, 
* 1 will pot your enemy in yoor p ow er , to do to him as yon 
tike/” 4 But David answered, ** God keep me from doing such 
a thing to my lord, the anointed of Yahweh, or laying hands on 
him, seeing he is Yahweh’s anointed J ** Thus David sharply 
rebuked his followers, and would not allow them to do Saul 
any harm. ^Then he rose and secretly cut off the edge of the 
mantle that Saul was wearing. But afterwards David’s 

<— 1 SoLXX. 

*—* LXX, etc. 

3 —S Or (following the punctuation of MT} 11 David and hitmen pn the 
eut-of the Chamois Bodtt $ and.** 

4 V* 5^ 6 ttsnapo se d to follow la. 

«3 


*— 1 So IXX. 

*—* M Ai due old proverb baa it: From Ae wicked proceed* wickedness, 
but my hand ahall not be against jou.” Hu verse baa bow inserted I j i 
scribe «ko dtsaj^t be knew Ae eld tajinc footed in David's bat worda. 

* Tibs tram xni. 17. 

MT," declared-” 

M 


the mbk of land will be strengthened. Svrair to me, there¬ 
fore, by Yafaweh, that you will not toot out my offspring after 
me, hoc efface my name from, my father** house." David 
more thus to Saul; and Sanl went home; bat David and 
hn men went up to the fastness. 

(6) David sports SaaTj Lift at At HiU of Hacbilab (xxri.)— a 

paraStl narr^tht It (5). 

The Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah with the news that 
David was hiding *near them 1 fan the hill of Hachilah, 
facing the Desolation}, $0 Saul went down at once to 
the wilderness of Zaph, taking with him 3,000 picked men 
of Israel, to hunt foe David in the wilderness of Zaph. 
Saul encamped on the hill of Hachilah, facing the 

Desolation, on the road, while David kept to the wilderness. 
And seeing that Saul had followed him to the wilderness, 
David sent out spies, and ascertained beyond doubt that 
Saul had come. Thereupon David got up and came to 
the place *[where Saul was encamped; and having seen 
the place] 3 where Sanl was lying asleep with Abner the 
son of Ner, his co mmander-in-ehief—Saul was lying 
within the entrenchment, and the troop* camping around 
him—he spoke to Ahimelech the Hittite, and Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah, JoaVs brother, and said, u Which of yoa 
will go dawn with me to Saul in the camp ? ** Abishai 
answered, “I will," So David and Abishai came to the 
army by night; and there was Saul lying asleep within 
the entrenchment, with his spear stuck in the ground at 
his head, and Abner and the men sleeping around him. 
Said Abishai to David, “ God has given your enemy into 
your hand thia day! I will just pin him to the earth with 
his own spear—a single stroke; no more! ” David answered 
Abishai, " You must not murder him; for who ever 
hid hands on Yahweh’s anointed and was held guiltless ? 
By the life of Yahweh, no 1 '* he continued. “ Either 
Yahwch will smite him, or he will die a natural death, 
or he will foil in battle; but die Lord forbid that 2 should 


*— 9 Omitted by LXX. 



put forth my hand against the anointed of Yahweh 1 
Meanwhile, take the spear that is at his head and the 


water-jug, and let us be off 


So they “took® the spear 


and the jug from Saul’s head and came away. And no 
one saw or heard or woke up; for they were all plunged 
in a deep dumber caused by Yahweh. 

David then crossed to the opposite side of the valky, 
and standing at a distance on the top of the hill, so that a 
great space lay between, he shouted to the people and to 
Abner the son of Ner: rt Why don’t yon answer, Abner 7 ” 
Abner called back, ** Who are yon, calling up the king 7 * 


answered, “You are a fine 


The like of von 






Israel 


your lord the krag 


Why then have yon not kept watch over 


Why 


the people has 

. It is 




through to murder the king, your 
very soldierlike thing, this that you have done! 
life of Yahweh, but you all deserve death for 


By the 
guarding 


your 



the anointed of Yahweh. Look now where 


the king’s spear is, and where the water-jug, that 
his head.” 


at 


But Saul now recognised David’s .voice, and said,“ Is 
that your voice, David my son 7 ” * It is, my lord king 1 ” 
answered David. “ Why,” he went on, “ does my lord 
pursue his servant 7 What have I done 7. What evil 
is there in my hands 7 Let the kingj then, listen to what 
his servant has to say: If it be Yahweh who has incited 
-you against me, let him be appeased by an offering; bat 
if it be men who have done it, may they be accursed before 
Yahweh; for they have expelled me this day from the 
fellowship of Yahweh’s people, and said in effect, * Away 1 
serve other gods.’ Bat now, let not my blood he split 
on the earth far from the presence of Yahweh; for the 

king of Israel has come out to hunt for my life, as the 
hawk 1 hunts the partridge in the mountains.” Saul said: 

“ I have tinned! Come bael^ my ion David; I will not 
harm you any more, since yon have prized my life highly 
this day. Oh, I have acted foolishly, and gone very far 
astray! ” David said in reply, “ Here is the king’s spear: 


So LXX; MT " a tingle flea, n cue.” 


let ottft of the yoang men come over and fetch it. And 
Yahwfh will reward every man according to hit rectitude 
sad hi* fidelity; when Yabweh pat you in my power this 
day, I would not lay my hand on the anointed of Yahweh. 
As precious as your life war to me this day, so precious may 
mine be to Yahweh, and may he rescue me from every 
danger 1 ** Saul said to David, “ God bless you, my son 
David! You will certainty succeed in allyou undertake.” 

David then went his way, and Saul returned home. 

{ft David and Nabal (xxv.). 

. \ [About this time Samuel died, and all Israel assembled 
and mourned far him, and he was buried in his own house 
at Ramah. David went down to the wilderness of Maon. 1 ] 

Now in Maon there was a man who had a farm at Carmel 
—a man of substance, owning [j,ooo sheep and i,ooo goats— 
and for the time he was at the sheep-shearing in Carmel. The 
man's name was Nabal, and his wife's name Abigail; the woman 
was sensible and good-looking, but the man was rude and 
ill-natured—a regular Calehite. 

David, then, having heard in the wilderness that Nabal was 
shearing his sheep, sent ten young men with the following 
instrnctfoiu: “ Go up to Carmel; get an interview with Nabal, 
and give him my compliments. “Address him as my brother,* 
and say, * Good Inch to you, and good luck to your household, 
and to all that is yours 1 I have just heard that you are engaged 
in sheep-shearing. Now your shepherds have been in our 
neighbourhood, and we have not ill-used them, nor have they 
lost anything all the time they have been in Carmel. Ask 
your servants, and they will tell yon that it is so. Look kindly 
therefore, on these young men—all the more that we come at a 
festive season—and give whatever yon can lay your hand on 
*to your servants, and 3 to your son David.' ” David's men came 
and delivered this message to Nabal in David's name, and 
paused for his reply. But all the answer they got from Nabal 
was, “ Who is David ? Who is the son of Jesse ? There are 

T 

1 LXX; MT * Paran.” 

J — a Aa obscure expression, 

>™4 Some texts of LXX omit these words. 

«7 


XX{ MT "watt 

Scabs " (gne-durd of an Ephah). 

1 MT wrangty inserts u At cncmn 

lex. 


oft" o mi tte d bj U£ 


dc comet in premataitlf. 
Cram LXX. 



heart 


Or r “ all (pint 
led withio him. 

X, etc, M +oot" 



oat of bias end he ley 


- Vi «*. 


7 ® 


*— 1 MT " Gethorite* and the.” 

*—• So MSS of LXX; MT “ from at old. 

" ktjier at my head.** 

* Sea aota 4, p.19. 

7 * 


lit. *be» Batin to 
Inc i te d Inn LXX, etc. 




1 


1 


So l] 

*-P> *3* 

Omitted id LXX. 
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4 


MT ” they drove diem before those cattle.” 

■ 

a —^ So LXX partly j MT u Davul drew nest the people with a friendly 
greeting.” 

3—3 unr 


I See i Chi.iv. joj MT **Bethel” 
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injAxam 1 (2), in Siphemoth, In Eshtexnoa, in *Carmd,* in the 
cedes of the Jerahmeelites and Eenitet, in Hormah, in Bar-aabui, 
in Attach, and in Hebron—and to all the places where David 
and Hi men had sojourned. 


(4) Saul and the Witch 9/ Endor (xxviii. 3-25). 

This passage interrupts the natural connection between 
xxviii. 2 and xxix. 1; and must be derived from a different 
source. 


By this time Samuel tad died; all Israel tad gone into 

incoming for him, and tad buried him in his city of Ramah. 
[Saul, moreover, tad suppressed the necromancers and 
soothsayers throughout the land.] 3 
The Philistines now assembled their forces and entered 


the land, and encamped in Shunemwhile Sanl called all 
Israel together and pitched his camp on Gilboa. But 
when Said saw the camp of the Philistines his heart trembled 
with fear. He tried to consult Yahweh, but Yahweh gave 
him no answer, either by dream or by priestly oracle, or 
by prophet. Saul then commanded his servants to seek 
out a woman who could conjure up the dead, that he might 
go and consult her. His servants said to him, M There is 
such a woman at Endor.” 

Saul then, having disguised himself and put on other 
clothes, set out with two attendants, and came to the 
woman by night, and said to her, “ Conjure for me by 
your ghost, and bring up some one whom I shall name.** 
But the woman answered, “ Surely yon know what Saul 


has done—how he has hunted down the necromancers and 


soothsayers in the land 1 Why do you lay a trap for me, to 
bring about my death f ” Saul then swore to her: ** As 
Yahweh lives, these shall no punishment fall on you in 
this case.” The woman then asked, M Whom do you wish 
me to call up ? ** and Saul answered, “ Call me np SamueL** 
But when the woman saw *Samnel* she screamed ont and 


1 — 1 See Joih. xr, as. 

*—* So LXX; MT “Ba did. 

3 Pethapt added by an editor in view, of 0. 9. 
Some read “ Said," with a few MSS of LXX. 
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Lit. **■ god." 


-* LXX; MT “histfy. 



r Refining bade to di. n. 

*—* So XXX; BIT "be ra in apidi front (be «nte*. M 
*—* MT “ alio all hie men "; not in LXX. 

MT M 4n the other ode " (twice); omitted in i Quo. x. 7), 
3—9 So LXX, etc. (ice 1 Chian. a. d; MT totexta “ the temple of 




n 



h 


them 
Saul 

than 1 to Jabeeh; *and burned than than.* Then theytook 
their banes and buried them under the tamarisk-tree 3 in Jafeesh; 
and fasted seven days. 



(<$) Boa David rtttivtd tbs Tidings of 8 outi Death (a Sam. L 1-16). 

In these verses taro narratives stem to to mixed up, of wkub 

tbs first (ns w. 1-4, 11, 12) grots an tealutef lbs balks quit* 
eonsistsnt uritb tbs preceding cbaptsr. Tbs stand gives at 
entirely different account o/SauFs death (vu. 6-10), (agreeing, 
however , with 2 Sam, hr. 9, 10) ,* and as there is. no bint 
that thestory told by tbs Antalehite is a Us, sat must suppose 
that it embodies another tradition regarding tbs manner of 

SauPs death. Wt may divide Am as foBotos :— 


A. i. (w. 1-4; 11, 12). 

On the ^luid day after SauPs death, when David had returned 
from his defeat of the Amalekites, and had spent two days in 
Zitiag, there came a man from the camp [from Saul} with his 
clothes tom and earth On his head. When, he came to David, 


he threw himself on the ground and did homage to him; David 
said to him, ** Where have you come from t M and he answered, 
" I am a fugitive from the camp of Israel” “ How have things 
gone f ” asked David, ** Tdl me, pray.” Be said, ** Our 
people have fled from the battle-fiekl; many of the soldiers 
hive fjsUen ; 'Saul aho and his son Jonathan are deni.” Then 
David took hold of his clothes and tore them, as did all the men 
that were with him. And they wailed and wept and fasted till 
the evening, for Saul and his eon Jonathan, and the people of 
Yahweh 4 4 b ec ause they had fallen by the sword. 


B. ii. (pv. 5-10 j 13-16). 

• • David said to the young man who had brought 

the news, “How do you know' that Saul and has son 
Jonathan are dead ? ” The youth replied, M By. mere 

1—1 So 1 Qmo. x. ta; LXX, etc. 

9 a Omitted in 1 Qjt.i. Some would read M and wailed for them there.” 
3 1 Qtr. l va 11 terebinth.” 

4 “" 4 MT add* ** and the Loom of ImeL” 



dttncel happened to bee® Mount GUboa,and there I 
found Saul leaning on hia spear, while the chariots and 

* horsemen p r e we d closely on him. Turning round 
and seeing me, he relied me; and I answered, * What is 
it f ’ He then ashed me' who I was, and I said, * I am 
an Amakkite.’ Then he said, * Stand over me, and kill 
me outright; for the death-throes are cm me, although 
my soul is still whole within me.' So I stood over him 
and despatched him; far I knew that he could not survive 
his fall. And I took the diadem from his head, and the 
armlet from his arm, and have brought them here to my 
lord.”* 


David then asked the young man who had brought the 
news, “ Where do yon come from I ** to which he answered, 

“ I am an Amalekite—the eon of a protected guest. 0 Saul - 
David, “ What ? Were you not afraid to raise your hand 
to day the anointed of Yahweh ? 0 Then, calling on one 
of his soldiers, he said, “ Here 1 Strike him down ! 0 So 
the soldier struck him dead. David said to him, a Your 
blood be on your own head; far your own mouth gave 
evidence against you when you said, ‘ It was I who killed 
the anointed of Yahweh.* *’ 

_ p 


(7) Davids Lamm sew r SatU mi Jonathan (i. 17-27). 

David composed the fallowing elegy on Saul and his son 
Jonathan—[it is contained in the Book of Jashar, that the 
sans of Judah might learn it} 1 He said:— 

°ALw° for thy chivalry, Israel 1 
On thy heights it lies slain. 

How-are the heroes fallen 

* In the thick of the battle P 


Make it not, known in Gath, 

Nor teQ it in Ashkdon’s streets; 

Lest Phitistu’s daughters rejoice— 

The girls of the heathen 5 make merry! 


1 Trwupoung the order of daoK% and (with LXX) omitting the wad 
bow.** , 


A Use added from a aj. 
2 Strictly M tuefrauncued." 



+ 


Ye bilb of Gilboa! Nor dew descend. 

Nor rain fall an yon, fields of death l 1 

For there was the heroes* shield defied—* 

■ 

sThe weapons of one anointed^ with oil— 
With the blood of the {lain, the fat of the mighty! 

L _ 

Bow of Jonathan ne’er tamed bade, 

Nor sword of Saul came empty home. 

Saul and Jonathan 1 The loved and the lovely! 

In death, as in fife, unaeverod: 

Than eagles mom swift, than lions more strong! 

Ye daaghtexr of Israel 1 Weep for Saul, 

Who clothed you in purple and °ailk 0 ; 

Who braided your raiment with gold. 

How are the heroes fallen 
In the thick of the fight! 

♦Jonathan an thy heights is Jain ]♦ 

I am grieved for thee, O Jonathan, brother! 

Right dear weft thou to me. 

Thy love to me was wonderful. 

More than the love of woman. 

How are the heroes fallen,— 

Perished the weapons of war! 


, ~" t Or, M ye fields of deceit ”; both being emendation* of MT. 

■— 8 MT add* " the tbidd of Saul.” 

3—3 MT bet e negative particle (a difference of one letter), i.e., “of one 
not anointed.” 

4 ~* Text uncertain. Luc., etc., read “Jonathan, than ait wounded to 
death "; which might earily be emended to ” Jonathan, I grieve for thy 
death,”—<■ poaaible variant of the next line. 

So 


III. DAVID. 

■ 

(2 Sam. u.-zziv.) 

]. David as Ring or Judah (u, i-v. 5). 

(1) His Aswintuig » Hebron (ii. 1*7). 

After this David inquired of Yahweh: “ Shall I go up into one 
of the cities of Judah I ** Yahweh’s response being favourable, 
David ukcd, “ To which city i " and the answer was “ To 
Hebron.” To Hebron accordingly David went up, with his 
two wives, Ahinoam of Jezseel and Abigail the widow of Nabal 
the Carmelite. The mm of his company he brought up also, 

each with his family; and they settled in the cities round 
Hebron. Then the men of Judah came and anointed David 
there as king over the house of Judah. 

On hearing that the inkabftants of Jabeah Gilead had buried 
Saul, David sent envoys to the rulers 1 of that city with this 
message: “The blessing of Yahweh be on yon for this gracious 
service you have rendered to your master Saul by burying him ! 
May Yahweh show you constant favour; and 1 on my part 
will requite you with-benefits °for° having done this thing. 
Now then,take courage, and be brave men; though your master 
Saul Is dead, the house of Judah have anointed me as king over 
them.” 

(2) The Contest between David and Esbbaal (ii. 8-iv. 12). 

(a) ii. 8-11. Eshbaal crowned at lidahanam. 

Now Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s commander-in -chief, had 
taken Eshbaal* Saul's sou, and brought him over to Mahan aim, 
where he made him king over Gilead and Asher, 3 jezreel, 
Ephraim and Benjamin: that is to say over all Israel; * * 

only the house of Judah acknowledged David. 9 9 

-L * 

*LXX; MT “men." 

1 MT “ Mdmheth " $ tad *o throughout. The original bbk is preferred 
in 1 dr. viii. 39. For the word Baal, on account of hilitiAtm assodo- 
rions, the scribes substituted a weed ning “shameful dung." 

3 MT " the Ashurites.” 

4 —S r. ioe t “ Forty years old was Eshbaal, Saul's son, when he became 
King ova Israel ; and he reigned two years.” 

3 —S V. 111 11 The rime that David reigned over the house of Judah in 
Hebron was seven yean and six months.” 

Sr 


Inserted with Luc., etc. 

Added with LXX. 

9 An uncerttu word. MT “of mb” (or “ffiuta**)- 
♦ MT «■ Gibeoo." 

It 



•die hill of Ammih. 1 Thence Abner called toJoek^Must 

i , 4 h i ,j - r ▼ ■ ^ * w 

the mud.denar for evert Do 70a not bw dvt. de 
after-taste wfi 9 be bitter ? WiH you not at last call off the 
people; from panning their heathen f n Joab answered, M Aa 
xaipveh* lives, bat for this ward of yours, morning should have 
dawned b e fo r e the people had deviated from the pursuit of 
their brother!.*' So Joab then blew a trumpet, and his tAofe 
army halted, and did not pnnoe the Israelites further, or renew 
the fight* Bat Abner and his men marched, through the 
Jardan-vaDey aD that night, crossing the Jordan and traversing 
the' whole length of ’the Gorge’, till they reached Mahan aim. 
And Joab, having abandoned the pursuit of Abner, gathered 
hiaJtarocs together, when it was found that of David's soldiers 
nineteen' men were muring, besides Asahel; while they had 
slain of the Ben ja mi tea and the people of Abner 560 men. 
* * Then, taking up the body of Asahel (ythkh they 

a fterwa rds buried in Us father*! grave at Bethlehem), Joab and 
has men marched the whole night, and entered Hebron just as 
morning broke. 

But the war b e tw e e n Saul’s house and ° fl David lasted 
a long .rime; David growing constantly str ong er, and Saul's 
bouse weaker. * * 


(*) iii. 6-Hv, Tfo Qnaral Utwtm Jbntr and EjbbaaL 

w 

Now duringthe war between the house of Saol and the house of 
David, Abner was constantly gaining influence in the house of 
SauL But there was a former concubine of Saul's, named Rizpah, 
the daughter of Aish; and with reference to her, Eshbaal’said to 
Abner, M What do you mean by cohabiting with my father's 
concubine?” Abner was greatly incensed by this question of 
EsfabsaPs, and retorted,^ Am I then a dog's head [of Judah] 6 ?—I 
who this day ank dwwing my good-will to the house of Sad, and to 
_ his edatives and friends, arid have kept you from falling into the 

1 j a 1 ■■■ ■ ■ ' ■■■■■■■ — — ■■ 1 ■—ip —— 1 »> ■■■■■■ 

s-^i nr “1 certain iiijl” (pexfaapf rightly). 

* Sto LXX, etc. MT “Ged" 

S—9 •* Bithroa * * foun d only hm. 

1 

<—♦ W. a-j; on p. 87. 

JLLXX, (U..- ■ 

6 Not b LXX. 




LXX. 

So Lae. MT “nutead of him,” ot H where he vu. 



>4 



So UQC 
*—■ Or Bar-Sbih. 

SIXZt MT « middle.” 

«^LXX 5 MT "kold# Oe diitaff- (?). 

killed." 



5-3 LXX; ;MT" 


So LXX* 

V. 4 out of place here, probably l»l*"p tsckii. Sc* p> 
So LXX ; MT pm no tense. 

If 


T “MT 


David 


of Egbh Mood hot 


; but tt is probable that the 
n orignil^. 


of a femur 


*7 


Kihc or all IaiAXL (v. 6-viii 


I r a 

- (i) David captures JtfwaUm and makes it bis Residence 

(v. 6-11). 

Ute Joag then marched with.his men to JenMalem aga 3 nat 
the }eb«ite^ the native inhabitants of the land., Some one 
said to David, ** Yon cannot get tft there “efccept you remove 
the blind and the lame 1 (?) "; meaning “David cannot get 
in these! " Nevertheless David captured the foot of Son 
[which became the city of David} On that day David said, 
“Everyone who smites a Jebuaite •••••* aid the kune 
and the blind, who axe heartily hated by David." Hence the 
ma-rim that no blind ™n or criptis may enter the house of 
Yahweh. David then took up his residence in the citadel, 
and nfltqad it the “ City of David," building *the city 5 p roper 
round it from the Millo inwards (?). David*! power steadily 

increased, and Yahweh, God of Zebaoth, was with him. Hiram, 
the king of Tyre, sent ambassadors to David, and along With 
them cedar-wood, carpenters, and stone-masons 4 ; and.they 
built a palace for David. Thus David perceived that Yahweh 
had confirmed his kingship over land, and had exalted hit 
realm for his people Israel’s sake. 


David's sms bom in Jerusalem (v. ij-16). David took 
other concubines and wives in Jerusalem after he had come 
thither from Hebron, and had sons and daughters bom to 
him. The names of the sons bom to him in Jerusalem are 

: Shammna, Shohab, Nathan, Solomon, Ibhar, 
ishua, Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. 



(2) Victories over the Philistines (v. 17-25). 

When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed 
king over 'all 9 Israel, they came up in full force to seine David; 
and David, hearing of this, went down to the fastness. When 
the Philistines came, they spread themselves over the phin of 


**■■* Or,“bstdwUindandtbelamcnillieiMvcfQe.” Neither rendenng 
gives ■ intelligible sente. 

P 

*—* The emitted words ire utterly obscure, and the whole context present* 
insoluble difficulties. 

W So LXX, and 1 Chr. zL Sj MT "David" 

4 MT hoe inserts the word M will" (not in LXX). See 1 Chr. nv. 1. 

ss 



1 UXXmd i Chr* xiv» xx, "gob." 

Inserting a toid with LXX. 

3 So UPC and i Ghr* xit. 16 ; MT M Gcbi H 

*—4 Him two words have been displaced hi MT bj a senseless repetition 

■ KtA if not ill 

■ 

3—9 So I Chi. xui. S; MT ** cypnii-treei.” 
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the tbd%floot of Nachon,* Una pot oot hand *and 
took hold of the ark of God, because '.theoxen were radife.* 
Then Yahwteh’S wrath was faded against (ha; and there 
God smote him 4 for laying his hand on the oik*; and he died 
on the spot beside the aik of God. David was 'greater 
troubled 9 because of YahwehY outbseak on TJzza, and he calkd 
the place PenzrtJzza (s M Ontfaak on (ha **)^the name it 
bean to this day. Such fear of Yahweh fell on David that day 
that he said, “ How can the aik of Yahweh osne to me i ” 
So, being unwilling to remove the aik of Yahweh into the city 
of David, he left it in the house of Obed-Edom of Gath. Thus 
the ask of Yahweh remained for three months in the house of 
Obed-Edom of Gath, and Yahweh blessed Obed-Edom and all 
his family. 

When king David heard that Yahweh had blessed the 
household and all the possessions of Obed-Edom far the sake of 
the ask of God, he went and brought op the ask from the house 
of Obed-Edom to David’s dty amid great rejoicings. When 
the bearers of the ark had advanced six paces, he sacrificed an 
ox and a fattened calf. David kept dancing be fo re Yahweh 
round and round, with all his might* dad only inalinenepbod.’ 
Thus David and all the house of IsraeT brought up the aik of 
Yahweh, with shouting and blowing of trumpets^ And as the 

aik ofYahweh entered the dtyofDamdjMidial, Saul’s daughter, 

looking from the window, saw king David leaping and dancing 
around before Yahweh, and secretly despised him. After they 
, had -brought in the ask of Yahweh, and set it in its place in the 
tent which David had prepared for it, David offered burnt- 
offefings' and peace-offerings before Yahweh; and having 
finished offering them he blessed the people in the name of 
Yahweh Zebsoth. Afterwards be distributed to all the people 
—to the whole multitude of Israel, men and women—to each 
a cake of bread, a • • • (f), and a raisin-cake. Then all the 
people went to their homes. 

i i chr. ait. 9 “ Qudoo.” 

So Cboo. and itnun. 

S M .anw i. uoootob. 

♦—* So t Chr. ait. sot 

■ 

* See p. 13. 
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WbfflDtvid 


, came out to 


home t6 greet hit family, 



UmtritlktbfnvdiMB: “ 


tVl 


tanomhasthe long of lend mined to-day, exposing 
before the slave-girls of hil (objects, as any vulgar fellow s^t 
expofc himself 1 " To this David answered, “ *1 will danoe* 
bdm Tdmdi, dm dose ate in preference to your father, 
and all his home, by appointing me leader of YahweVa people 
Israel. And I will playbefore Yahweh; and although I dement 
myself still farther, and become utterly' contemptible in youx* 
eyes, yet by the davc-giris. of whom you speak I shall be held 
in honour." And Mfchal, Saul’s daughter, had no child to 
the day of her death. 


(f) PmruPs With to bsSd a TtmpU (via.). 

Ncnrafter the king had taken up his abode in his palace, *whea 
Yahweh had given him rest from his enemies on jevery dde,* 
he said one day to Nathan the prophet, “ Here am I sitting in a 
radar palace, while the ask of God remains under tent-curtains! ” 
Nathan answered, M Cany out what you have in your mind; 
for Yahweh is with you." 

But that night Yahweh’s word came to Nathan as follows: 
“ Goandaay to my servant David, * Thus speaks Yahweh: Is 
it faryos to build a home for me to dwell in I Nay 1 I have 
not dwelt in any house from the time when I brought up the 
sons of Israel hum Egypt to thia day, but have moved about in 
tent and tabernacle. Have I ever, in all my wanderings among 
the Israelites, spoken to any of the 'Judges 4 of Israel whom I 
appointed to shepherd my people* a word like this: 

* Why have you not built me a house of radar i *" 

J 

M *Now, therefore, this is the word yon must speak to my 
servant David; This says Yahweh Zebaoth: *1 took you 
hom the pastures where you followed the flock to make 

you leader of my people brad. I have been with you In 

■ 


w I nm ted boo. Luc. 

* LXX; MT “my on." 

W Tbtw wut da m wxutmf ia i On. rrii. i. 

4 So i Ghr. ani. 6 ; MT M tribe*. 1 ' 

orfMPi I 

* Ike muhder of the chapter bean maria of later ttjit, and ii probably 
an expeniMo of the older narrative. 


w Aili^tcmndttko; MT "will tell you that.” 

■ Ft ij u at lent a perenthciit, and ioo»t likely a later inaeztion. 

3—9 So i Chr. nii. 13 5 MT “ from Saul w&ota 1 itaoicd tom Mm 
you." 

* LXX, etc.} MT “you.” 

3—9 Emended partly after 1 Chr. rril. 17; MT " tbit u the fanr for 

men *' (f). 

* LXX and 1 Chr. xrii. 19; MT “wordV 



LXXj MT " one.*’ 

4 1 CT add* “which than hart redeemed for thyielf ban Egypt.” 
tit* "the bridle el the mother-crty." 

■« tXX, etc. 



from him and aofloo. footmen a he kamstrungaS the 
chariot hones, reserving only loo; And when the Anmeans 
of Damascus came to the help of 1 Hadadezer, kittg of 
Zobah, David IPkd 23,006 aea of the Aiameaftfc^ile 
then appointed liementnt-go rernori m Assam of Dunhcu; 
and the Anmeans became tributary nbjecta of Dmi 
Thus Yahweh gate victory to David wherever he went. 

David took the golden shield* wbidi Hadadezer*! men 
had warn, and brought them to Jerusalem. From r Febah 1 
abo and Berothai, dries of Hadaorar, long'David obtained 
a great quantity of hrenze. And when Ton, the king of 
Hamath, heard that David had tooted the entire army of 
Hadadezer, he sent Hadoram* his ion to king David to 
salute him, and congratulate him on Ui victorious battle 
with Hadadezer—for Hadadener bad best at war with 
Ton—sending with him articles of silver, gold and bronze. 
These alio king David dedicated to Yahweh, along with 
the diver and die gold which he had dedicated, taken from 
all the nations he had conquere d—fr o m Edom*, Ifoib, 
the Ammonites, the Philistines, the Amakkites, and from 

the spoil of Hadadezer, the son of Rebob, king of Zobah, 

Thus David made himself a famous name. *&i&d*'as he 

1 # ■ ■■■ ■* r . r* m 

returned from the defeat of the Anmeans, dewtn the 
Edomites* in the Salt~valley i^ooo men. He set up 
lieutenant-governors in Edom,* * and all Edom became 
subject to David. [Yahweh gave victory to David who eve r 
he went.] 

So David reigned over all Israel, dispensing right and 
justice to all his subjects. Joab, the ton of Zendah, was 
at die head of the army; and Jehoshaphat, the ion of 
Ahilnd, was the chancellor. s AUathar, the son of 
Ahimelfch, the son of Ahituh, and Zadok 9 were priests j 
and Seraiah (?) was secretary of State. Benaiah, the ion 


ibf Jdtofada, nu %w* de CntU and Flethi.* David*» 
sou* wen priests. 

. T 

f. A-Hbtort of David*s Courr(ix.-xx r ). 

1 ’ * - - _ 

That chapters firm a emuameas narrative (continued nr 
i£^ri,£.) of tbebigbestvalue both from a historical mid « 
literary point of mao. 'fbo writers knowledge of Damps 
affairs is bastd om fist-band information, and ms graphic 
pea enables us to fiBooo dr coarse of events with engrossing 
interest. 


(l) David and Meribaal (lx.). 

“ Is then no one left of Saul’s house,** said David one day, 
"to whom I might show kindness far Jonathan** sake / ** Now 
then tins a tenant of Soul’ll house named Zib$; and him they 
summoned before David. The king asked him, M Ase-ytin 
Ztba / ** and he answered, 0 Your servant! ** Thai the king 
said, "fa that any man of SanTs house still living, to whom I 
may shoy kindness in God’ll name f ** Zba replied," Them is 
still a son of Jonathan left, who is lame in both legs.** ^This 
am had been a child of five when the news of the death of Saul 
and Jonathan came from Jezreel; hit none had taken him up 
as aheflod ^ bot in the hnny of her flight she let him fall, and 
he was lam&- : His name was Meribaal.** 3 So the king asked 
ZIba where he wta^ and 23ba said, a Why, he is in the house of 
Msdtir, the son Of Ammid, in Lo-debar.” King David sent 
accordingly and fetched him from the house of Madur, the son 
of Ammid, in Lo-debar. 

When Meribaal, the son of Jonathan, and grandson of Saul, 
came to David, he fell on his face and did homage to him. 
David said, "Meribaal!** He answered, "Your servant is 
befareyou.** David said to him, “Do not be afraid! I am to 
treat you kindly far the take of Jonathan your father, and give 
yon back all the estates of your grandfather Saul; while yon 
yourself shall eat daily at my table.** Meribaal bowed and said. 


So Vernon and i Cbr. ariu. 



• Fsedga nwaurin n Darid's anus 
W fan iv» 4*. 

* ftfr “Mephibodwrth-J and so throughout. Sec the note an 
EAbaiL p, St. The original name fa i Ckr. riii. 34 j fa 40. 



“ What U your •errant, that you thosld take soticr of a dead 
dog such as I am ? " 

The Hug then called Ziba, Saul's steward, and said to faun, 
“ All that behoved to Saul and his whole family, X have jpacn 
to your master's son. You shaO cultivate the fields for him, 
along with your sons and slaves, and bring in the produce, so 
that your master's family may ham enough to eat. But 
Meribaal, your master's son, shall eat regularly at my table/ 
Ziba, by the way, had fifteen sons and twenty slaves.—Said 
Ziba to the king, “ Your servant will punctually cany out 
your Majesty's order." 

So Meribaal ate at 'the royal table* as if he had been one 
of the king's sons. He had a young son named Micah, and all 

the inmates of Zaba's house were bis slaves. {Thus Meribaal 

lived in Jerusalem, eating regularly at the Hug's table; he bring 
lame in both his legs.! 


(2} War against the Ammonias mid Armnems (x. i-xl I). 

m 

Shortly after this the Hng of the Ammonites died, and was 
succeeded by his son Hamm; and David thought, ** 1 will 
make friendly advances to Hanun, the son of Nahaah, in return 
for the friendship which his father showed to me." So Pavid 
seat ambassadors to condole with Hanun on the loss ef his 
father. But when David's envoys came to .the Ammonites' 
country the Ammonite nobles said to Hanun their sovereign, 
“ Do you suppose that h is out of raped for your father that 
David Jus sent messengers to condole with yon ? No* It is 
to'Inspect the city and spy it out with a view to its overthrow 
that he bos seat his servants to you." Hanun then sriaed David's 
servants, had half of their beards shaved off and the lower half 
of their clothe* cut away, and dismissed them.. When David 
was told of this outrage he sent to meet them—for the men were 
overwhelmed with shame—with instructions to stay at Jericho 
till their beards were grown, and then come home. 

Meanwhile the Ammonites, knowing that they had incurred 
David's deepest antipathy, sent and hired the Arameanj of 
Beth-Rehob, and of Zobah, 20,000 foot soldiers; also the Hug of 

Maarhah wijh a thousand men, and from Tob ia^ooo men. As 
soon as David beard this he sent Joab with the whole army ?and* 


***** $0 Luc. j MT “ my table.*' 

* 


I 


1 The Heb. void mcm* “Hooci," bat t» uied technically of the &rp* 
fJBt* efaiA tamed Ac cctadiag nuckw of Dtrtufe msf. 

M Mti "bonemen *; bat I Cbr* xix. >8 readi * footmen." 

lb Ac epriof. 
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who hud wane the country of the Asunonites ed bddsiege 
to Rabbah; while David remained in Jerusalem. 

■ r 

■ ■ 

(3} David and Batbsbfb* (n. 

■ 

r " ^ ■ ■ ■ I , 

It happened one evening that David* having roen noia Ipi 
siesta, mi walking on the roof ©I fits palace, whenfcehae caught 
light of a woman washing herself. 'Hm woman was very 
beautiful; and David learned oninquiry that she wasBa thshch a , 
the daughter of married to Uriah the Hittife. Darid 

then sent messengers to fetch her.;- and when ahecame tohim, 
he slept with her; she having just purified herself afew her 

uncleanness. Then she returned to her own house. 

■ 

When the woman became pregnant she sent to inform David 
of her condition. David forthwith despatched an o l der to 
Joab to send him Uriah theHittite;. and Joab did n. .. So 
Uriah came, and David asked him how things went whh joab^ 
and the army, and the campaign. Then he said to Uriah, 
“ Go down to your house and wash your, feet.** But Uriah, 
tl«mgh he left the palace, followed by a present ftom the kin& 
slept at the palace door with • 0 his master’ll servants, 

and did not go down to his house. When they told Qay^d that 
Uriah hadnot gone down to his house, he said tq bl^^Yco 
were jut off a journey; why did yon not goto, your house ? ** 
Uriah answered, " Israel and Judah,with thcaxfc, are living in 
tents; my lord Joab and your majesty’s servants are camping 
on the hue. ground j how amid I enter my house to eat and 
-drink* and lie with my wife i As c Yahweh° fives, and as you 
live, that is a thing I cannot do! ” So David said, .** Stay here 
to-day, then; and to-morrow I will let you go,” and Uriah 
stayed in Jerusalem that day. But the next David 

invited him to eat and drink in his presence, and made him 
drunk. And in the evening he went out and lay on his couch 
with his master’s servants; but down to his House he did not 

go. . 

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by 

Uriah. This is what he wrote in the letter: M Set Uriah in 

■ 

the front line where the fighting is fiercest; then fall back from 
him, so that he may be hit and killed.” So Joab, mminlng 
the city, assigned to Uriah a position where he knew that brave 
men were stationed; and when rise men of the city made a 

9 » 


tgttyandfbught frith Josh, several of the people, David’s soldiers, 

feS; and among the killed wu Uriah the Hittite. Joab then 

fen^ David a foil report of the battle; and added the following 
instriKtioato the messenger: " When you have finished giving 
your account of the battle, if the king should get angry and 
say, * Why did you press the fighting so near the city ? Did 
yon not hoe that they would shoot from the wall ? Who 
killed Ahhnefech, the son of Jerubbaal 1 I Was it not a woman 
who-threw a millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in 
Thebez i Why did yon venture so close to the wall ? ’—in that 
case yon will answer, * Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
aW ” 


So the messenger departed, and came and told David all that 
Joab had charged him to say, delating the whole coone of the 
battle. David was angry with Joab, and spoke to the messenger* 
exactly as Joab had anticipated. The messenger assumed; 
“ The enemy’s men were too strong for us, and came out to meet 
ns in the open, Sand we were driven beck* to the opening of the 
gate. There the archers shot at your servants from the wall 
and several of your Majesty’s servants—‘about eighteen men 
were killed; and among the dead is your servant Uriah the 
Hittite,”. David thentaid to the messenger, “Take this message 
to Joab: ‘Do not let this affair trouble you; for the sword 
cats this way nr that indiscruninately. Press vigorously your 
assault on the dty and destroy it.’ Say this to encourage him.” 

When Uriah’s wile heard that her husband was dead, she 



chanted the funeral wail for him. -But as soon as the funeral 
rites were over, David sent and took her into his house; and 
she became his wife, and bore him a son. 


(4) David and Nathan (xi. 27J-1U. 14). 

But the thing that David had done displeased Yahweh ; 
and he sent to David Nathan *the prophet 3 . He went in to 
him and said: 


1 MT “Jenibbeehcth”; tee the note an Eshbaaf, p. 

*—* These words tie supplied from die LXX, which then repeats the 
exact questions that Josh had prepared the messenger for. 

W Lit. " we were against (or upon) them ” The expression it obscure. 
Luc, etc. 

5—* So LXX, «‘c. 



So LXX; MT 


UT "houK. 1 * 


tadoM. 


So Sjr.{ MT ,c liD(He« w 



Blatter set 1 1 Yahweh at naught, the child that has been 

bo*n to you shall die.” . 

($)YA* DtaA of tb* CbiU (mi. 15-15). 

Ni^d then went to Ins house; and Yahweh struck down 

the,chill whom Uriah’s wile had borne to David with sickness. 

_ ' 4 _ 

Thereupon David sought God in the sanctuary an behiK of 
the young child, fasting continuously, and going in and spending 
the nights *in sackcloth 2 on the ground. And when the oldest 
of his savants stood over him, and tried to make him rise from 
the ground, he refused, and would not break bread with them. 
On the seventh day the child died. The courtiers were afraid 
to tell David that he was dead, lor they said to one another, 
“You saw how even while the child was alive he would not 
listen to us when we spake to him: we cannot mention the 
death of the child, or he may do himself an in jury.” BotjQtnil 
noticed the courtiers whispering together, and, surmising that 
the child was dead, he asked them if it were so: and they 
answered “Yes! ” David then rose from the ground, washed 
and anointed himself and changed his clothes, and went into 
the house of Yahweh and prayed. Afterwards he entered the 
palace and called lor -food, which was set before him, and he 
partook of it. His courtiers, remarking on the strangeness of 
his conduct, said, “ “While 0 the child was \tiH° alive you fasted 
and wept j but no sooner is he dead than you rise and tahe 
food!” He answered, “As long as the child was alive, I 
listed and wept, because I thought, * Who knows but Yahweh 
will tahe pity on me, and spare the child’s life ? ’ But now 
that he is dead why should I fait t Should I be able to bring 
him back again i No! I shall go to him, but lie will never 
return to me.” 

After this David consoled his wife Bathsheba, and renewed 
conjugal intercourse with her. She bare a son whom lie named 
Solomon. And Yahweh loved him, and through Nathan the 
prophet c on f er red on him the name Jedidiahs in token of 
Yahweh** “delight in him. 0 


*— 1 MT — " the cnemica of,” taking the veib in s doubtful teote. 
•=? MT “and Uf.” The mat wie* in LXX. 

p The Jedidiah me am M Yahweh’, delight.”—E d.] 
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1 MT 11 ropl” t but tee next nut. 
LXX; MT “ duir «ay.'» 
Vernon*, and i Cfcr. n, l 



Tht nauag it obacort. 
in dwcribtd* 


Some dunk due different kind* of torture 


r 


♦ * 


*— 1 A conjectural reeding: MT " took the pan (?) tad 
1 So Luc, etc.; MT it untnatUtable. 

* An expfanatoty gfam on the following kw> 
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“* Supplied Iran 

MT "Ephmm" ; but 
-® So LX3L etc. 


and Vemona. 
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So UQLf etc* 




*-“* Or, aooordnif to Lac., etc* "« poond nd duee-quortm.” 
* Bat Lac, etc, feed "Mapcbab ” (m i King* if. 2). 

Uff 


So Lu&, etc.; MT “forty.” 
-® So Luc, 



region resounded with load weepuig as ail the 
post. 


*— 1 LXX, etc.} MT "die people-" 

* MT M p*Mtag. n 

* Sm fk 95* 

<~H 1 T "Oitthci." 

5—S Inserted from UPC. 
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Id the Kidron valley the. king again stopped 1 , while afl-the 

people passed fyhim, for the olive-tree on the verge 

of the wilderness.* There too were Zadok *uA Abiadur * 
who bon the aik.af 4 4 God, which they had %et dawn 9 

til the people from the city wen al gone part. But the Bog 
said to Zadok, “ Take the ark of God back to the city! If 
Yahneh is gracious to me he will hong me hock and let me 
Idok on it and its abode. But if his mind is such that he has 
no good-will towards me—so be it t Let him do to me as he 
sees, right.” Hie king said farther to Zadok the priest, “ Look! 
Yon. and Abiathar will return' quietly to the city with your 
son Ahimaaz and Jonathan the son of Abiathar-—both jour 
sons axe with yon. Now mark! I will tarry by the fads of 
the wilderness until I receive a message from yon to give me 
information.” So Zadok and Abiathar brought the ark of God 
back to Jerusalem, and remained there. 

David then went up the ascent of the mount of Olives, 
weeping as he went, with his head muffled and walking barefoot; 
and al the people that were with him had oovered their heads, 
and wept continually as they made the ascent. Now David 
“had been told” that Ahithophel was jymong the conspirators 
with Absalom, and he had said, “ Tain the counsel oiAhHhophftl 
to foolishness, . O Yahweh I ” And just as David reached the 
top of the MD, where it is the custom to worship God, lo! 
Hushai the Archite, *David*s friend, 6 met hifo with coat tom 
and earth on Jus head. So David said to him, “ If you come 
along with mn yon will only be an encumbrance to me. On the 
other hand, if you go back to the dty, and apeak to Absalom 
somewhat in this fashion; * I would be your servant, O king! 
I was your father*! servant formerly, but now I am yours *— 
then yon may be able to frustrate the counsel of Ahithophel in 
my interest. You will find there Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests; everything you hear from- the palace you will make 

w i ■ — . i ^■■■ ■■■■ ■ ■* 

x MT “ crossed.” 

*—* So Luc. { MT contains untnoslatable expression*. 

3 — 3 MT “ and the Lenta." 

4— 4 MT inserts "die covenant of." 

9—4 MT M poured eat ** 1 

LXX. 


See p. 97, a. i. 
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Supplying eonjcctandfr an accidental «mdai in die text. 

iix 


to feerhnsband. 


Tb« IwiUhring ill the people murid to yon. *a$ abride trims 

It is bat one nun’s life 1 that yon seek, “arid* 
as a sritole will hate peace.” This advice seemed 
very pbuaibfc to Absalom and all the elders of Israel. However, 

« Call Hiwhai the Archite, and let ns hear also 


what he has to 




When Huahai came in Absalom told him 


what Ahithophel had just said, and asked, “ Shall we act on his 
advice f If yon are of a different opinion, speak poor mind! * 
Hoshai answered to Absalom, “ The counsel that Ahithophel 


has gi v en this time is not sound 


You know yourself, 


he continued, ** that your father and his men are veterans, and 
foil of grim courage as a wild she-bear robbed of her cabs. 

Moreover, your hither is a wary soldier, who will not spend the 
oigftt with the army; you map be sure that he is now hidden 
in some ravine, or some other place. If now, on the first onset; 
some of °our people 0 fall, those who hear of it wiB say, defeat 
has been inllictedon the adherents of Absalom! * Hen will 


even the bravest man,' though he has the courage of a Hon, 
grow* faint-hearted; for all land knows that you father is a 
hero and his companions brave men. My advice, therefore 
is this: Let all Israel-from Dsn to Beenheba be gathered to 
you, numerous as the sand by the sea-shore, and you in person 
shall march *h their midst.* Uta when we come on him in 
whatever place he is to be found, we shall light on him in 
numbers like dewdxopt faffing on the earth; and of him and 
all the men that are with him not. one shall be left. But if 
it should be a city to which he has retired, in that case all 

brad will •bring*’ ropes to that city, and we will drag it into the 
valley, till not a pebble remains there! ” Then Absalom and 
all the Israelites said, “ The counsel of Huahai the Archite is 
better than that of Ahithophel {** For Yahweh had so ordained 
that the good anuud of Ahithophel. should be frustrated, in 
order that he might hiring disaster on Absalom. 

Huahai then told Zadok and Abiathar the priests what advice 
Ahithophel had given to Absalom, and the elders of Israel, and 
what he himself had advised, and said, “ Send quickly, now, and 
warn David not to pass this night by the fords of the wilderness, 


1 —* LXX} MT unintelligible. 

LXX, etc.; MT "is the battle. 
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So Luc.! MT “wL" 

Luc. read* * Mahaoaim,” vhidi it potnbly 




1 Strictly ** terebinth.” 

* LXX, etc. 

9 Lit. ** ahekeli." 

+—4 Or (following Lda, etc.), ** So then / matt anke ibcjnunf befHe 
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So Luc. 


LXX, etc.) 


MT "porter.** 
^Uc.) MT "eaUod.** 
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See p. 73 , o< i— i. 
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LXX, etc.; MT ** I propped to toddle.” 

lxx, «tc. 

u» 


Each oaa to hii tent, O Israel S ” 

Then all the laaditn fell away from David, and followed 
Sheba the ion of BSchri, while the men of Judah dung to their 
king; and accompanied him from the Jordan to Jerusalem. 

The first thing the king did on entering hie palace 
Jerusalem was te take the ten ctincnhhics whom he had left 
keep the palace, and pot them in confinement, where 
maintained them without going near them. They remained 
shot np till the day of their death-^widons in their husband's 
lifetime.* 


1 Loc^ etc.; MT “aoMed." 

» LXX; MT “ brought am." 

3—9 LXX; BIT "in Band." 

^ This seems to be the meaning of die LXX equivalent of the Heb 

phrase. MT tuggatt in " living widowhood M I 


ITS B* 


2 The Sprite krw read* ” Joab,” vhidi nme-pefer. 

* , 

M Aa uncertain rendering of a difficult flnu. 

H MT "after dK men o t," 

m 

^ The test u toy ambagnom and obscure, and leam modi to be 
•applied. Hie above it anlp an attempt to deecribe die incident ooonc 
iatmpRtadoa of the " ># * nt * > g 

1 An eaeendatwa baaed on L3DC 

m 


Ttansfemng i cfauw from v. 15 to «. lift 

So LXX; MT haadl r tmuhtable. 
LXX; MT "oat to 1II A0 popk." 

i*3 


1—1 Implied, bat not expressed, is die text. 

*—* So LXX ptnJf. 

* So Luc, Sjr., etc; MT Michel (wnjugly) . • 

114 


whomrise-had borne ®or Adrid the ton of BmilUi of Meholah ; 
and defined them tip to the (Sbonite^ «h>n^iibd them, on 
the h3L bdare-Yahweib j afiahejeren dying together . It wu 
in the fan hp of lemn thet they were executed, in the 
bcgjhniftg of barky harvest. And Rizpahtbedanghteraf Aiah 
took her mourning-garment and spread hue bed for herself 
on the'ioefa from die beginning of harvest until rain hod fallen 
from heaven an the corpses, keeping die birds of the air from 
lighting apon them by day, and weeding off the wild beasts by 
night. 

When David wu told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, 
SauPi concubine, had done, he caused the bones of Saul and his 
son Jonathan to be taken from the citizens of Jabesh-Gikad 
(who had stolen them from the public square of Bethshean, 
where the PhiKatines had hnng them when they defeated Saul 

at GUboa), and brought them up thence. And having collected 

the bones of the impaled men, they buried them Srith° those 
of Saul and his son Jonathan in the territory of Benjamin, at 
Zda, in the grave of his father Kish. After all wu done 
according to the king’s command, God yielded to entreaty on 
behalf of the land. 


' ( 2 ) The Gnuu and ibt PutUenc* (xxiv.). 

M. ■ 1 

Another time Yahweh’i wrath hroke forth against Israel; 
and he indeed David against them by suggesting to him to take 
a census of Israel and Jndah. So the king ordered Joab ’and 
the officers of 1 the army under him to make a tour through all 
the tribes of Israel from Dan to Beersheba, and enrol the people, 
so that he might know how many .there were of them. Joab 
answered the king, "May Yahweh your God multiply the 
people, be they ever so numerous, a hundredfold, and may 
your Majesty five to see it! But why should your Majesty 

desire such a thing ? ” However, the king’s command overbore 

the opinion of Joab and the officers of the army; and they set 
out “from® the king’s presence to enrol the people of Israel. 
Crossing the Jordan, they began “from Atoct and 2 the city that 


*=* So 1 Chf, ui. s and Lact MT “the co mm ander of.” 

■ W 

*—* Luc 5 MT “ encamped in the Math of.” 

»»5 


Hea in the (Amen) nlkjr, tcmffing in tbs dir ecti o n of 


Gaditei and on to J 


Hen they 


to G&ed^ tad 


cm to the courtly of 'the Hitdtei towanh laU. 1 When they 
reached Dan they ‘tinned thence* to £h£on» and ' V 




*—“ A neceamp emendation. 

H the pbut ii tnufemd from the begixmmg of nm 
4 So i On. xu. ia; MT 44 




After i Oil ni. ia; MT 


J 




he puma pov.' 


" And Tahwch 


+ 


► 






w 16 and vf tnoipeMd' 
t Ck z. cd, qo. 

M m* **Araaiw. w 
♦ “ Shekel* "; 50 ibckel* wwU be the equivalent «l aeartf fy u bullion 
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wait down with his men, r and enc a mped in Gob 1 * As thep 
were fighting the Philistines there, a Dod*, a descendant ^ the 
giants, who had a spear weighing 13 lbs, in bronze, and was girt 
with a new ***(?% ^attacked David? and thought to hatt-Um. 
But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came tohi* rescue, and smote the 
Philistine dead. At that time Davids followers made an oath 
and said 0 “ You shall not henceforth go with us into 

battle, kst you extinguish the lamp of Israel. ” 

After this there was another battle with the Philistines in 
Gob; when Sibbechai the Hushathite dew Saph, another of 
the descendants of the giants. 

At another battle with the Philistines in Gob, Blhanan the 
son of Jan* * % the Bethlehemite, dew Goliath of Gath, 

who had a spear-shaft tike a weaver’s beam. 

Again there was a battle in Gath, where a *mj tiU* man 
who had six fingers on each hand, and dx toes on each foot, 
four and twenty in a&—he'too was a descendant of the giants— 
flouted land, and was slain by Jonathan the son of David’s 
brother Shimei. 

All these four belonged to the race of the giants in Gath, 
and fell by the hands of David and his men. 

(4) A List cf David's Homs (xxiii. 8-12 ; . 17^-39; 13^174). 

The following are the names of David’s heroes; 

s lshbaal the Hachxhonite 3 , the chief of the TOiree?. He 
7gwung his spear 7 over 800 slain men at one time. Next to him 
of the--Three heroes came Ekazar the son of Dodi 0 • the 

Ahohite: ®he was 8 with David ®in Pasdammim when 8 the 
Philistines were gathered there for battle. When the men of 


I—a Rep resentin g (he senseless " and Ithbj 

a — a The voids 41 Dod attacked 11 in pi*** 
o mi tt in g “ Ishbi Benob.” 

J So 1 Chr. xx. 5. 


ob N of the 
of " David 


of 


1 Chr. 


6 . 



A reading bated on t Chr. si. 11, Lae., etc. 
Luc. 

1 Chr. xi. 11. [The phrase probable 


“ slew."—E d .1 


« CKt. xi. it 


■ag 


h 


r 


■ 

land Ifl hack, he flood Iris gnosa and flashed away at the 
MoOm dll his ana wit weary, and his hand was gfaed to his 
sword; ■ and Yahweh wrought a great victory that day. The 
teat of the people turned and'followed him only to phmder— 
Alter him came Shammah, the son of Elah 1 the Hanrite: the 
Fftilktines were assembled °at Lehi", and there there was a 


plot el ground faff of lentils. When the people fled before the 
Fhilisdaa^ he took his stand in the middle of the plot and 
defended it, and defeated the Philistines. Thus Yahweh 
wroug h t a great victory.—’•These are the exploits of the Three 
heroes* 

Of the ^Thirty* Abuhai, Josh’s brother, the son of Zeruiah, 

was. chief: he swung his spear over 300 slam men, and was the 
moat famous of the ^Thirty 3 Above the *Thiity® he wsa 
honoured, and became their captain, but the level of the Three 
he did not reach. Benaiah,the son of Jehoiada, °abreve*man, 
with many exploits to his credit, came from Eabzeel; he slew 
the two Wu of* Arid ®of* Moab; and also went down into a 
cistern and killed a 1 km on a snowy day. He further dew a 
tall 3 Egyptian who was armed with a spear; going at him with 
a stick, he wrenched the_tpear from the Egyptian’s hand, and 
killed him with his own spear. Such were the deeds of Benaiah 
the son el Jehoiada: he was famous among the "Thirty* heroes. 


Above the Thirty hewas honoured, but to the level of the Three 
he did not reach ; and David put him at the head of his 


bodyguard 

TVthe 


o the Thirty belonged further: Asahel the brother'of 
Joab; EBianan the son of Dodo of Bethelehem; Shammah from 
Harod; *Elikah from Harod 6 ; Holes from °Beth°-Pelet; 
In the son of Itteah from Tefcoa; Abiezer from Anathoth; 
Sibbechai* foom Huafaah; Zahnon from Ahoah; Mahrai from 
Netophah; *Heled° the eon. of Baanah from Netophah; 


1 Luc.; MT “Aga.” 

* Pa 13-171 we tcamfeued to the ead of the liit. 
So Syr- and MSS. 

Inerted with LXX. 




3 1 Chr. ri. 23. 

® * Omitted in LXX, Syr* and t Chron. xL 37. 
7 j Ghfon. xu 19. 





Ittai the ton of Rihai from GSbediofBenjamin; Bcnaiahu 

from Pirathon; Hlddai from thevatbysof Gaash; AbibaaP 

from Beth-Arba; Azntwth from Bahurim; from 

ShaaKam ; a JaA»n eh* CbetnttmO JAnatlmi °»tn* wn rtf* ShammaK 

from Harar; Ahum the ion of . Shaw from Harar; EBphekt 
the too of ... (?) .from Beth-Maachah; Eli am the ion of 
Ahithophel from Gib; Hezro from Cazmel; Faani from Arab; 
CgnP the ton of Nathan from Zobah; Beni the Gadite; 
Zelek the Ammonite; Naharai from Beeroth, the armour- 
bearer of Joab the ton of Zermah; Ira from "Jattir 0 ; Gareb 
from *Jattir°; Uriah the Hittite ;—in all thirty-seven. 

Once when David wat in the "fastness* of AduHam, and a 
company of Philistines were encamped in the plain of Rephaim, 
"three® of the Thirty went down ° ® and came to David 

♦at the rod*. David was then in the fastness and a Philistine 
garrison waa at the same tune in Bethlehem; David was seized 
with a longing which he uttered in the cry, “ O for a drought 
from the well of Bethlehem by the city gate I” Hearing this 
the three heroes broke through the camp of the Philistines, 
drew water from the well at the gate of Bethlehem, and 
brought it to David. ~Bst he refused to drink it; and pouring 
it out as a libation to Yahweh, he said, “ God forbid that I 
should do such a thing! It is the Mood of men who have gone 
at the risk of their lives—shall I drink that ! ”—and would not 
drink it. 

■ 

{QTbt Last Words of David (xriit 1-7). 

Throe are David’* last words: 

Oracle of David, Jesse’s son, 

Oracle of one who waa raised on high,— 

The anointed of Jacob's God, 

The idol of Israel’s songs I 

i ■' ■ — ' ■■»»■■ ■! ■ I J . . I III ■ I—* 

1 MT “ Abi-AJboa " j 1 Chi. xi. 3a reads “ Abiel ”; original lyptofcefciy 
Abibaal. 

Emended from 1 Chi xl 34 and Luc. 

* 1 Chr. xi. 3t reads “ Joel." 

*”“* So 1 Qu. xi. 15 and Lae. , MT aright be seetoivd eo n to read 
‘‘ at the beginning of harvest. M 

r 
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- • V Yahm*. spirit spetb in me, 

• Hb word it on3my tongue. 

The God of Jacob 1 said to me* 

Tie Bod of Eradspote: 

L 

b 

* Who ido pter men in li^uoninai— 

Who nibs in feu— 

li file morning light at sunrise— 

Lite cfaodlcsa morn, that after lain 

^Brings verdure forth* from the earth.” 

Yea, stands not so my home with God ? 

A lasting covenant he made with roe, 

Ordered in all ways and sure. 

Yea, all my weal and all "my® joy. 

Shall he not make to flourish f 

r ■ 

Bat reprobates—Bte wind-driven thorns are they all! 

They are not to be grasped with the hand. 

Who touches them, with inn and spear-shaft aimed 

must be: 

The fire must wholly consume them! 0 9 

h 

(6) A Psatm. attributed as David (xrin==Ps. xviii.). 

These are the words of David’s tong to Yahweh, on the day 
when Yahweh had delivered him from the hand of all hu 
enemies, and from the hand of Saul: 

*1 love thee, O Yahweh, my strength 0 — 

Yahweh, my rock and my fastness, 9 9 

My God, my Bock where I hide met 
My shield, my hem of salvation! 

[My fortress 0 and refuge, my deliverer from violence 0 .] 

“ All praise be to Yahweh ! n I cry ; 

From my enemies I am delivered. 

b 

* So Old Lada Vernonj MT “ land/ 1 

Emended text; MT “through brightnessyoung grass (spring) " (?}. 
A phrase omitted. 

Additions, omissions and changes in accordance with the teat of 

|te _ +*+ 

n, sms* 


4 


For hallows of death dnei o'er me, 
Streami of perdition imilrd me; 
Cards of the underworld bound mc^ 
Death's snares encompassed tty feet. 


In my anguish I called upon Yahweh; 

load 0 to my God did I *cry°; 

And he heard in his temdle mjy voice. 
My bud cry “entered* his ears. 

4 " ■ 

4 

Then shook and trembJfd the earth, 
The pilkn of heaven, did quake. 

And reeled because of his wrath: 
Smoke went up from his nostrils, 
Devouring fire from his mouth; 
Fire-coals burned fiercely before him. 


And he bent the heavens and came down, 
With dark clouds under his feet. 


He rode on a cherub and flew. 

And *swooped down* on the wings of the wind; 
Made darkness a °covert° around him. 


°Daxfc° waters, and thickness 1 of clouds. . 
From rim brightness before him "broke forth* 
"Lightning and* fiery coals. 


P 


From, heaven did Yahweh thunder, 

And the Highest uttered his voice; 
Sait arrows and scattered *my foes 4 , 

Shot lightnings, and rooted ®them all.* 


Then Ooean'a bed was laid bare. 
Uncovered the pillars of -eardt: 

At °thy° rebuke, O Yahweh, 

At the blast of *thy° nostrils* breath. 



Fs. mi 


Slight emendation. 

MT “them.” 

1 Additions, -ouxuskma nd tbmtw ia • acc o r da nce with -the test of 




He aent from on high end took me. 

Drew me from mtcn. many: 

Saved me from enemies fierce, 

From, foes too strong for me. 

In my day of distress they assailed me; 

But in Yahweh I found a stay; 

He brought me out into freedom— 

Loosed me, because of his love. 

* 

Yahweh requites me after my right, 

Rewards me after my innocence; 

For Yahweh’s ways I have kept, 

Nor wickedly strayed from my God; 

Yea, all his laws were before me, 

IBs decrees I °put not aside 0 . 

Thus was I- Mamfleas before him. 

And kept myself free from sin; 

So Yahweh has dealt with me after my right. 

And my iimnrwtw plain to his eyes. 

+ 

r 

With the good man thou shew’st thyself good, 
With the upright shew*«t thyself upright; 
With the pure thou shew’st thyself pure; . 

But againBt the perverted perverse. 

Yea, thon hdpest afflicted souls. 

But humblest °the ayes of pride 9 . 

For thou art my lamp, O Yahweh, 

*My God 1 who lightens my gloomj 
Through thee I *break through a fence*, 
Through my God I leap over a wall. 

The God—whose way is unerring 1 
Faultless is Yahweh’s word! 

A shield is he to all 
Who flee for refuge to him. 


1 — 1 So many MSS ; MT *' Yahweh.” 

* MT "run on a troop.” 

8 Additions, a mi i de m and change* in accordance with the text of 
Pa, xtiii. 

>33 


Luc; MT+"of brut.” 

Snundatioo; MT 

■* Emendation; MT “ fade away." 

~ B Addition*, omiMwai* and duntef in acconbbca vith tha tail d 
snu. 

*14 


Yahweh, the Bring Obel Kelt be my Rode! 

Reused be the God 0 * of my help! 

The God who grants me revenge. 

And brings peoples under my sway; 

Who •saves® me from ^wrathful® foes. 

Exalts me above my rivals. 

From violent men sets me free. 

■ 

Therefore I praise thee, Yahweh! 

’Moog the heathen I sing to thy name; 
Who *to wondrousfy 0 hdpeth his king, 

And crown s his anointed with favour: 
David and hit seed for ever! 


Addition*, oaniuMco aid dtangca in ucoidnn with the teat of 
ft. m 
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